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P RE F A Gi 


Tus following diſcourſes have no connection with 
any political cauſe of alarm. The author, and the 
people among whom he officiates as one of their El- 
vers, form a juſt eſtimate of the value of crviL AND 
| RELIGIOUS LIBERTY, They are ſufficiently aware of 
every thing that endangers the latter in particular, and 
reckon themſelves entitled, on neceſſary and urgent oc- 
caſions, to plead thoſe privileges which are ſecured to 
them by the laws of their country; as was frequent- 
ly done with ſucceſs by the Apoſtle Paul“. But 
their principles do not permit them, in any ſuppoſable 
caſe, to reſiſt THE CIVIL POWERS by violent means, to 
join any aſſociation in oppoſition to GOVERNMENT, or 
to give countenance, in any reſpec, to that turbulent 
ſpirit which tends to produce anarchy and miſchief. 
Their inclination correſponds with an object which 
the Scripture teaches them to have in view, in offer 
ing up to Gop “ ſupplications, prayers, interceſſions, 
and giving of thanks for KIN ds, and for all that are 
in authority ;” namely, that they may lead a quiet 
and peaceable life, in all godlineſs and honeſty+.” When 


Ad xvi. 37 38, 39. and xxi. 39, 40. and xxii, 24,30. and xxv. 9,—13- 
| 7 1 Tim. n. 1, 2. 
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the juſt and beneficent conduct of RuI ERS gives them 
an opportunity to live in peace, they enjoy it with 
thankfulneſs; and if at any time it ſhould be other. 
wiſe, they would ſubmit to the inconveniences that 
might ariſe from this, without approving of the mea- 
: ſures which had occaſioned them. They yield ſub. 

jection to THE POWERS THAT ARE, Whatever character 
they may ſuſtain ; not from the motives of flaviſh 


fear, or worldly ambition, but in obedience to an . 


PRESS COMMAN DMENT OF THE GOD OF HEAVEN, and 
from a deep conviction that ſubordination among men 
is beneficial to all ranks in ſociety, and — to 
the exiſtence of ſociety itſelf k. 
The Diſcourſes relate ſolely to a e which is 
« not of this world.” Its ſabjects are thoſe who © are 
of THE TRUTH, and hear CRHRIST's voice ;” its bleſſings, 
which they alone enjoy, are of a ſpiritual and heaven- 
1y naturef; its /aws are written in the hearts of men by 
THE SPIRIT OF THE LIVING Gop, and regulate the ſtare 
of their minds, as well as their external conduct]; its 
rewards, and its puniſhments have all a reterence to 
THE LIFE TO COMES; ald its intereſts cannot be pro- 
moted or defended, on the part of thoſe who eſpouſe 
them, by any violent means whatever. One of thoſe 


perpetual and irreverſible decrees by which it is go- 


verned, is this, He that leadeth into captivity, ſhall 
go into captivity: he that killeth with the feword, muſt 
be killed with the fword. HERE 18 THE PATIENCE AND 


+ John xviii. 36, 37. t Eph. i. 3. 


Rom. xiii. 1.—8. 
| $ John v. 28, 29. 


|| Heb. viii. 10. 2 Cor. iii. 3. 
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PREFACE. | v 
THE FAITH OF THE $41nTS*,” Does ſuch a kingdom 
exiſt in this ſinful world, unaided by thepower of man, 
enduring always his contempt, and ſometimes the 
moſt violent effects of his malignant rage? who then 
would ſcruple to affirm that it is in reality THE KING= 
von or GOD? 

The ſubjects treated of i in his work, have els 
occupied the attention of Chriſtians of various deno- 
minations, in a more than uſual degree; ; which in- 
duces the author to hope that it may be acceptable 
and uſeful to 45 who are beginning to free them- 
ſelves from the ſhackles of human authority in mat- 


ters of religion, and to ſearch the Seriptures with un- 
balted minds. And though it ſhould meet with a 
very oppoſite reception from others, who are wedded 
to human ſyſtems of divinity, or interreſted in their 


perſons, and all who may be diſpoſed, on whatever 
ground, to cenſure the doctrine contained in the Diſ- 
courles, are requeſted to obſerve, that it can only be 


**futed by IHE wokD or God ; becauſe it totally 
Aarons every other ſtandard. Any candid perſon, 
therefore, who may attempt to diſprove it, willreckon 
\mſelf bound to ſhew that it contradicts the doctrine 


Divine authority of that book. The Tuthor conſiders 
tne cauſe in which he is engaged as THE CAUSE OF 


this attempt to defend it; and to hm he com- 


* Rev. xili. 10. 


\ipport, he will not be greatly diſappointed. Such 


the New Teſtament ; unleſs he fairly deny the 


* Mogr Hicn, whatever imperfection there may 
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mits this cauſe, in the aſſured confidence that it will 
at laſt prevail over all oppoſition. For © the king. 
doms of this world,” the far greater part of whom are 


at preſent Antichriſtian worſhippers, or Pagan Idola. 


ters, will © become THE KINGDOM OF OUR LORD, AND 
oF His CHRIST, and HE ſhall reign for ever and 


ever &.“ f 


Rev. xi. Ig. 


EDINBURGH, 8th July 1796. 
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PURITY 


CHRISTIAN COMMUNION: 


FIRST DISCOURSE. 
2 TIM. ii. 1, 2 3. 4. 


his know alſo, that in the laſt days perilous times ſhall come. 
Fer men fhall be lovers of their own ſelves, covetous, boaſt- 
ers, proud, blaſphemers, diſobedient to parents, unthan#ful, 
| irholy, without natural aſßection, truce-breakers, falſe ac- 
crſers, incontinent, fierce, deſpiſers of thoſe that are good, 
traitors, heady, high minded, lovers of pleaſures more than | [| 
lovers of God; having a form of godlineſs, but denying the I. 
voter there: from ſuch turn enn 1 
T; HE Apoſtle n in this nat; a dreadful corrup- 
don of Chriſtianity, which is foretold in many other parts 
of the Word of God, particularly the Book of Daniel, and 
the Revelation of John. It began in ſome degree, in the 
firſt age of Chriſtianity, for this Apoſtle ſays, © The myſ- | 
tery of iniquity doth already work *;” and the Apoſtle 
john ſpeaks in the ſame way, © As ye have heard,” ſays 
he, „ that Antichriſt ſhall come, even now are there many 
Antichriſts f. » This accounts for the cautions frequently 
given to Chriſtians who then lived, examples of which we 
Jane in this and the een chapter. Theſe words, nl 
From ſuch turn away,“ were addreſſed in the firſt in- 


"| 3 TheC ii. 7. + « John ii, 18. 
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ſtance to Timothy, and to all his co-temporaries, who love 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity and truth; for a warning 


is immediately given, reſpe&ing corrupt and deceitful men, 


who, at that time, commirted iniquity under the maſk of 


godlineſs*. Timothy is referred to the practice of the A. | 


peſtle, as an example for him to imitate+Þ; and to the holy 
Scriptures, which he had known from his childhood, and 
which were able to make him wiſe unto ſalvation, that 
he might be preſerved from the influence of ſuch men. And 


he is charged in the moſt ſolemn manner, Before God. 


and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall judge the quick and 
the dead at his appearing, and his kingdom; to preach 


the word, to be inſtant in ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon, Oc. ]]“ in 


order to preſerve the diſciples of Chrift from this grow- 


ing evil: for he affirms that Evil men and ſeducers, | 


would wax worſe and worſe, deceiving, and being de- 
ceived “; that © The time would come, when profet- 


ſors of the faith would heap to themſelves teachers, ha- 


ving itching ears; and hat they would turn away their 
ears from the truth, and be turned unto fables++.” Paul, 
however, in this, and other parts of his writings, chiefly 
refers to a future period of time, when apoſtacy from the 
faith, and its genuine influence, was to become far more 


general than it had been in his day, and a falſe profeſſion 


of Chriſtianity was extenſively, and fatally to prevail, un- 


der the influence of human authority, and the power oi 


the Man of Sin. 


The perilous times, foretold by the Apoſtle, were to come 


in the laſt days; which is an epithet frequently applied, 
both in the Old and New Teſtament, to the wl:ole of the 


Goſpel diſpenſation ; and ſometimes to the latter part 00 


that period. wherein God hath ſpoken to us by his Songf.“ 


Thus, in another prophetic account of the ſame melancho- 
Iy ſubject, that now occupies our attention, it is ſaid, The 
Spirit ſpeaketh expreſsly, that in the latter times ſome 


* 2 Tim. iii. 6. I Ver. 30, 11. Ver. 14, 13, 16, 17. 
Chap. iv. 1,2, Chap. iii. 13. 4#F Chap. iv. 3, 4. 4 Heb. I. 2. 
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mall depart from the faith, giving Ko to ſedueing ſpi- 


rits, and doctrines of devils, Wc.”* Several of the things 
predicted in this paſſage, were not accompliſhed till a con- 
ſiderable time after the apoſtolic age. Peter, alſo ſpeaks 
af Scoffers, who would come in the laſt day, walking af. 
ter their own luſts, and ſaying, where is the promiſe of 
his coming tf?“ which appears evidently to refer to the 
time of Antichriſt's reign, and particularly the concluding 
part of it, when the daring impiety of ungodly ſcoffers 
ſeems to increaſe, in proportion as their inevitable deſtruc- 


tion draws nigh. Jude foretels the coming of theſe mock- 


ers in the laſt time, and ſpeaks of it as a thing well known 
to Chriſtians, who received this warning on many occa- 
tions from the Apoſtles of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt t. If then 
we are perſuaded, that Antichriſt has long ago come, that 
the Man of Sin, agreeable to the prediction of Paul, has 
been revealed, and that, however much he is already“ con- 

ſumed by the Spirit of the Lord's mouth,” he 1s not yet 
finally ** deſtroyed by the. brightneſs of his coming 3”? we 


muſt be fully convinced, that the days in which we live, 


are the perilous times of which the Spirit of God hath ex- 


preſsly ſpoken. Will not this momentuous conſideration 


induce us to attend to the means of ſafety, which are alſo 
clearly pointed out to us in the word of God ? 


Wiru a view to eſtabliſh thoſe of you, who have already 
ſeparated from unſcriptural churches, and to convince o- 
thers, who may be inſenſible to the dangers which ſur- 
round them, or who, amidſt many convictions, negleCt this 


ſolemn call, © From ſuch turn away.” I ſhall, 


i, Enquire what ſort of characters thoſe men poſſeſs, 
from whom we are commanded to turn away; and what 
danger 1s to be apprehended from them. 

II. Inuſtrate, and enforce the commandment, to turn a- 


way from men who have a form of godlineſs, but deny the 
dower thereof. 


1 Fm 3 + 2 Pet. iii. 3, 4, 10. judo ver. 17, 18. 
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III. Make ſome N on its extent and its ; conſe. 


quences. And, 
LASTLY, conclude with a few practical obſervations, 


I. Wrru reſpe& to the charafters of thoſe men, from 


whom we are commanded to turn away, 1t does not ſeem 
neceſſary to explain the various epithets here given to them 
by the Apoſtle. The meaning of theſe is ſufficiently un- 
derſtood, eſpecially when we apply them to other people, 
and not to ourſelves ; for all of us have ſome degree of that 


criminal ſelfiſhneſs, which is too apt, on many occaſions, to 


make us palliate in ourſelves, that which we ſee at once 


to be a crime in others. The object in view, and which 


is moſt eſſential in the preſent enquiry, is to determine to 


what general claſs, or deſcri ption of men, thoſe characters 


belong, which are mentioned in this paſſage. It will be 
eaſily perceived, that Paul is not here treating merely of 
ths wickedneſs of all men in their natural ſtate, as he does 
in the third chapter of his Epiſtle to the Romans; for men 
Were always lovers of Weir own telves, covetous, boaſters, 
proud, Oc. Theſe characters univerſally abounded at the 


time in which the Apodle lived, excepting only among 
thoſe who were * waſhed, ſanctified, and juſtified in the 
name of the Lord Jeſus, ard by the Spirit of our God “.“ 
Wherein then conſiſts the ſingularity of what is affirmed in 


this paſſage, concerning the prevalance of wieked charac- 
ters, without which, no remarkable or imminent danger 
could ariſe to the followers of Chriſt, nor could the Apoltle's 
words be at all conſidered as prophetical : ? | 
An explanation of this is given in ver. 5, where the A- 
poſtle ſums up the characters he had deſcribed in the for- 
going verſes, in theſe words, having a form of godlineſs, 
bat denying the power thereof.” Thoſe wicked men, 


therefore, againſt whoſe 1nfluence he cautions the true fear- 


ers of God, were to be profeſſors of Chriſtianity ; ; nominal 
profeſſors indeed, and that of the moſt unworthy kind; yet 
not merely ſuch as s would call themſelves Chriſtians, Tae 


E 1 Daw vi. 11. 
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were to aſſume, in ſome reſpects, the appearance of the 
Followers of the Lamb, otherwiſe they could not be ſaid to 
have a form of godlineſs,“ nor would the Apoſtle have 
repreſented the times in which they were to appear, as 
e perilous times” to the genuine profeſſors of Chriſtianity; 
who, on this ſuppoſition, would have been in no danger of 
being decerved by them. He does not, however, aſcribe to 
them, te approved form of godlineſs, which is enjoined 
and exemplified in the New Teſtameat ; but a form, which 
when examined, will be found to be in many reſpects, of 
their own invention. | | 
It will further appear, that the Apoſtle, in this ſhocking 
enumeration of crimes, does not deſcribe the wickedneſs of 
mere heathens, or thoſe entirely ignorant of the Goſpel 
doctrine; when you conſider that the ſame perſons are ſaid, 
ver. 8, to reſiſt the truth, not in an open and avowed man- 
ner, as profeſſed infidels always did, but as Jannes and Jam- 
dres (by whom are meant the magicians in Egypt, theſe 
two names being known to the Apoſtle, either by tradition, 
or by immediate revelation,) withſtood Moſes, by perform- 
ing, or ſeeming to perform ſome of his miracles *, They 
aid not diſpute the reality of thoſe miraculous works which 
le performed in their preſence. They wiſhed only to ſhew, 
that their own power or dexterity was egual to his; andif 
i this they had ſucceeded, they would have been equally 
2aiitled, to be confidered as meſſengers from the Deity, who 
were empowered to declare his will. In like manner, there 
Were in the firſt age of Chriſtianity, “ falſe apoſtles, ON 
ceitful workers, the miniſters of Satan, who transformed 
in-mfcives into the miniſters of righteouſneſs,” as Satan 
Ln {o3f, the bet ter to accompliſh his malicious purpoſes “ is 
ans, into an angel of light T.“ Men of this ſtamp 
| * Gen, vii. and vill, 
7 2 Cor, 1 244, 14, 15. There have certainly been inftances of men 
ho came willy up to this deſc, iption. I do not mean, however, to infinuaie 


ny part of theſe diſcouries, that all who corrupt the Goſpel, or whoſe - 


n 02 41th is Invalidated by their condudt, intend to deceive, Many 
are active in diſſem nating the mot dangerous errors, are themſelves 
een; and the moſt implacable enemies of the people of God, who have 
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ed in this paſſage, muſt have ſomething favourable. to re. 
commend them to the attention of profeſſing Chriſtians, 
They put on a fair outfide appearance, profeſling to believe 
the Goſpel, and to be ſubje& to the authority of Chriſt, 
aſfuming perhaps too, an air of uncommon fanctity and de. 
votion, while they effectually refiſt the truth, by artfully 
undermining and perverting it; and bring the higheſt dif. 
credit on the doctrine which they profeſs to hold, by acting 


in direct oppoſition to the genuine influence of the truth; 


for they deny the power of godlineſs by the general tenor 
of their conduct, and are “ men of corrupt minds repro. 


bate concerning the faith *. Many of them alſo have 
reſembied the magicians of Pharaoh, by performing falſe 
miracles; and in this we ſee the literal fulfilment of ano- 
ther prophecy concerning the Man of Sin. His coming 1s 
ſaid to be “after the working. of Satan, with all power, 
and ſigns, and lying wonders, and with all deceiveable- 
neſs of unrighteouſneſs in them that periſh +.” 


Paul makes uſe of the following confiderations alſo, as 


arguments with Timothy for inceſſant diligence in preach- 


ing the Word, and in reproving, rebuking, and exhorting, 


with all long ſuffering and doctrine; “ for,” ſays he, © the 
time will come when they will not endure ſound doc- 
trine, but will heap to themielves teachers, having itch- 
ing ears , 2 Theſe teachers, as well as the people 


per a PRO even unto death, have thought that this was “ doing God - 


ſervice *” [nt pernicious doctrine has the ſame effect on ' thoſe who-re- 
ceive it, Whether their teachers are honeſt men or deceivers; and there 18 
in general a want of fairneſs and candour in the methods that are taken 


io eltablith falſe dodrine, a handling of the word of God deceitfully, ard 
2 fearleſs perverfion of it, even when thoſe who do fo are honeſtly perſuad- 


B of the truth of their own ſyſtem. This may account for lo many things 


ing laid in the ſcripture about the © cunning craſtineſs” of falſe teachery | 


who are repreſented as lying in wait to deceive F.” 
* Jo. xvi. 2. + Eph. iv. 14. 


7 


* 2 Tim. iii. 8. T 2 Thet. ii. 9, 10. 


gradually 1 in number, and in the art of deception, i 
And in general thoſe teachers, who, in the perilous times 
of the Goſpel diſpenſation, ſuſtain the characters mention- 
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who chuſed their deluſions, muſt have been Chriſtians by 
profeſſion ; for all this wickedneſs was to take its riſe in 
thoſe very churches, in which Timothy and other faithful 
ſervants of Chriſt then laboured, agreeable to what Paul 
ſaid to the elders of the church at Epheſus, © Of your own 
{elves ſhall men ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe things, to draw 
away diſciples after them *.” The Scripture abounds 
with propheſies concerning theſe falſe teachers, who are re- 
preſented as bringing in damnable hereſies, even denying 
the Lord that bought them ; covetous men who would 
make merchandize of their flocks ; grofsly impure and 
immoral in their conduct; preſumptuous, felf-willed, 
full of pride and lordly dominion, and impatient of every 
reſtraint both human and divine; for it is alſo affirmed of 
them, that they deſpiſe government, and are not afraid to 
ſpeak evil of dignities **, Some of them were to incul- 


_ cate, and exemplify an irrational kind of aufterity and mor- 


tification to the world, not commanded 1n the word of God, 
with a view to obtain a high reputation for ſanctity; while 
they were at the ſame time to trample with diſdain on ma- 
ny of the commandments of Jeſus Chriſt+*. Another ſtrik- 
ing part of their character is deceit. * They privily ſhall 
d-ing in damnable hereſies ff. With fergned words ſhall 
they make merchandize of you. Beguiling unflable ſouls|||]. 
They allure through much wantonneſs, thoſe that were 
clean efcaped from them who live in error * With good 
words, and fair fheeches, they deceive the hearts of the 
imple 4+. They creep wto houſes, and lead captive filly 
women laden with fins, He.?“ And our Lord ſays, © Be- 
ware of falſe prophets, for they come to you in ſheeps 
cloarhing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. Ye 
all know them by their fruits t.“ How aſtoniſhing is 
it, that ſuch a fink of wickedneſs ſhould ever have been con- 
lidered by rational men, and eſpecially by profeſſing Chriſ- 


Aci xx. 30. 7 2 Pet. ii. 1. Ver. Ver. 10, 12, 13. 
14, 18. ta the end. Ep. of Jude. A Pet. ii. 10. Jude ver. & 
17 +4 Tim. i, 2. 4 $3 2 Pet. ii. 1. |} Ver. 14. Ver. 1% 


1+ Rom. xvi. 1b. 44 2 Tim. iii. 6. 1+ Mat. vii. 15, 16. 
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tians, as having any connection with the holy Goſpel of 
the bleſſed God, merely becauſe men thus loaded with 
crimes have_impiouſly dared to call themſelves Chriſtians ! 
A light attention to the conduct of thoſe nations where 
Chriſtianity is profeſſed, will convince every impartial en- 
quirer, that many of their teachers and people are de- 
ſcribed with juſtice and preciſion, in the prophetic Scrip. 


tures which have been mentioned, and in other parts of the 


Word of God. The deſcription, at leaſt in ſome of its lead: 
ing features, does not apply to a few individuals in any 
one nation, or at one particular period only, but to the far 
greater part of every nation of profeſſing Chriſtians, during 
many ſucceſſive ages. I own indeed, that the pre- eminence 
in all manner of iniquity is due to the Romiſh Church, 
that ſhe is Babylon the great, the mother of harlots, and a- 
bominations of the earth,“ and that the biſhop of Rome is 
eminently, though not excluſively, + The Man of Sin, Ale 
Son of Perdition, who oppoſeth and exalteth himſelf above 
all that is called God, or that is worſhipped +.” But a- 
las! it cannot be denied that in our own country, both in 
the national church, and among various claſſes of difſen- 
ters, multitudes of thoſe who aſſume the Chriſtian name; 
and have a form of godlineſs, are © lovers of their own 
ſelves, covetous, boaſters, proud, unholy, lovers of plea- 
fures more than lovers of God ;” and thus deny the pow- 
er of godlineſs. Some indeed have thrown off the maſk, 
and avowed themſelves infidels ; but the generality are {till 
in ſome ſort profeſſors of Chriſt's religion, and a very great 


number of perſons who partake of the moſt ſolemn ordinan- | 
ces, ſuſtain one or other of thoſe characters, on account of 


which the laſt days are denominated perilous times. Theſe 
obſervations are not dictated by the narrow and envious 
ſpirit of a party; nor ought I to be ſuſpected of ſuch a mo- 
tive, while I affirm nothing of any fet of men that is not 
palpably and incontrovertibly true, | 


* Rev, xvii. 5. T. 2 ef. ii. 4: 
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It will not be neceſſary to ſay a great deal more concern- 
ing the danger of theſe times. The ſhort and imperfe& 
ketch that has being given of the characters which render 


the times perilous, is ſufficient to alarm every ſerious 


Chriſtian, who regards the ſafety of his own ſoul, and who 
has any juſt concern for the glory of God, and the falva- 
tion of his fellow ſinners. Without tracing the progreſs 
and conſummation of that myſtery of iniquity, which was 
carried on, and brought to its perfection by wicked men, 


under the maik of a form of godlineſs; I ſhall take the 
matter as it now ſtands, and briefly ſtate ſome of the perils 
that ariſe from the falſe profeſſion of Chriſtianity, which 


exiſts at the preſent time. 

The children of God who are intermixed with theſe falſe 
profeſſors, are expoſed to imminent danger, Notwith- 
ſtanding all their care to avoid heterodox preachers, they 
frequently hear doctrine, not altogether conformable to the 
| ſeripture doctrine of the Lord's free and ſovereign mercy to 
the chief of ſinners, through the atonement of Chriſt ; 


which, if it does not ſubvert them from the faith, cannot 


edify their ſouls, and muſt have a tendency to keep them 


in bondage. They ſee men, with whom they walk in reli- 
lious fellowſhip, living in fin, while they, profeſs to be the 
tollowers of Chriſt ; and though they may not imitate their 


example in all reſpects, yet their connection with fuch men, 


will probably leſſen their abhorrence of the crimes commit- 


ed by them. Evil communications corrupt good man- 
ners * w and another axiom, which Paul frequently ap- 
plies to the churches, is moſt unqueſtionably true in its ge- 
neral application, “a little leaven, leaveneth the whole 
lump f.“ However little intimacy there may be between 
the religious and irreligious part of mixed ſocieties, there 
s no manner of doubt, that their connection, ſuch as it is, 
das often a baneful influence upon the former. Many of 
hole, who make the ſtricteſt profeſſion among them, are too 
much conformed to this world, in things which are eredi- 


1 Cor. xv; 3% | + 1 Cor. v. 6. Gal. v. 9. 
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table enough in ſociety, _ which are either expreſsly 
condemned by the law of Chriſt, or in their nature oppo- 
ſite to the ſpirit of the Chriſtian profeſſion. And in pro- 
portion as they follow the maxims and conduct of worldly 
men, they muſt loſe their reliſh for the Goſpel, and be- 
come lukewarm with reſpect to the things of eternal life. 

They live alſo in the total neglect of many command. 


ments of the Lord Jeſus. They overlook altogether the or- 


dinance of baptiſm, concerning which the word of God thus 
addreſſes all who repent, and believe the Goſpel, * Be 
| baptized every one of you in the name of Jeſus Chriſt for 
the remiſſion of ſins *,” They pay no regard to the com- 
mandment in the text, from ſuch turn away,” nor to 
many others of ſimilar import. They remember the Lord's 
death in the ordinance of the ſupper, only now and 
then, inſtead of attending to it regularly every firſt day of 
the week, as the primitive Chriſtians moſt certainly did. 
They do not, and indeed cannot in their preſent ſituation, 
attend to the means which Jeſus Chriſt hath appointed, 


for the recovery of brethren who offend againſt them t; 


while they ſcruple not to ſay to others, the moſt ſevere and 
uncharitable things againſt ſome of thoſe, with whom they 
fit down at the table of the Lord. They yield thoſe privi- 
leges which the members of the New Teſtament churches 
enjoyed, particularly their right to judge of the reception, 
and excluſion of members ); and indeed, ſubmit to a total 
want of the exerciſe of diſcipline, without which the pureſt 
church on earth, (I do not here ſpeak of a national church) 
would become in a very ſhort time, a moſt impure and cor- 
rupt ſociety. And as they cannot do good to the ſouls of 
others, by following out all the ſteps of diſcipline, in or- 
der to reclaim them when they go aſtray, ſo they them- 
ſelves loſe the immenſe benefit that would accrue to them 


from the admonitions of the brethren ,*. Theſe, and many 


Acts ii. 38. + See Appendix, No. 1. 
{ Mat. xviii. 15, 16, 17. § Rom. xv. 7. 1 Cor. v. 4. to the 4 
, Jas. v. 19, 20. Jude, ver. 22, 23. Heb. ili. 13, and R. — 25. 
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other things that might be mentioned, clearly ſhew that 
the days in which a rm of godlineſs prevails without the 
power of it, are perilous times to the people of God. 

The times that are perilous to the children of God, for 
the reaſons that have been mentioned, cannot fail to have 
a hardening tendency with reſpect to the world at large. 
The corruption of the doctrine and precepts of the Goſpel, 
which has been introduced by the Man of Sin; the ſuper- 
ſtition, idolatry, and perſecuting ſpirit of the church of 
Rome, and the ungodly eonduct of many who proſeſs Chriſ- 
tianity, in Proteſtant as well as Catholic countries, have 
contributed, more than any thing elſe, to render the Goſ- 
pel of ſalvation, and the true profeſſion of the name of 
Chriſt, completely odious to that numerous claſs of man- 
kind, which may be ſaid to have no religion. None of theſe 
things indeed, ozght to bring any diſcredit on the Goſpel it- 
ſelf, which is a doctrine according to godlineſs, nor on thoſe 

uho really believe and obey it. Nay, all that ſuperlative 
degree of iniquity, which by the influence of the Man of 
Sin, has overſpread the world, ought only to confirm us in 
the faith of divine revelation ; for the whole of it is an 
exact fulfilment of what was minutely foretold in the Word 
of God, which alſo frequently warns us, in the moſt ſolemn 
manner, to beware of the dangers reſulting from it. Vet 
we need not wonder that arguments have been uſed, or ra- 
ther, that prejudices of the moſt inveterate kind have ariſen 
from this, againſt the divine origin of the Chriſtian faith. 
Avowed infidels triumph, while many, who from motives 
of prudence, think it beſt to pay ſome reſpe@ to the reli- 
gion of their country, without believing it, are confirmed 
in their infidelity, and prevented from ſo much as giving a 
candid hearing to the truth and its evidence. This is one 
of thoſe very things that is predicted in the word of God, 
concerning the perilous times of which we now ſpeak ; for 
Peter affirms, with reſpect to thoſe falſe teachers who were 
privily to bring in damnable herefies, that many ſhall 
follow their pernicious ways, by reaſon of whom,” ſays 
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he, © the way of truth ſhall be evil ſpoken of“.“ Thus a 
{tumbling block has been laid in the way of all men, and 
a more eſſectual mean of preventing their attention to the 
Goſpel, has been employed by the pretended friends of di. 
vine revelation, than any that could be deviſed by its moſt 
determined and avowed enemies. 

Theſe times alſo forbode the final overthrow of the 
Man of Sin, whom the Lord ſhall deſtroy with the bright- 
neſs of his coming +;” and of all who ſupport his inter- 
eſt, by giving countenance to a falſe profeſſion of Chriſt's 
name. The moſt awful judgments of God, both of a tem- 
poral and ſpiritual nature, are threatened againſt Antichriſt, 
who is repreſented, as ſpeaking great words againſt the 
Moſt High, wearing out the ſaints of the Moſt High, 
and thinking to change times and laws f.“ On account 
of his ſingular and highly aggravated iniquity, which en- 
titles him to be called the Man of Sin, he is alſo denomi- 
nated the Son of Perdition ||. Some of the vials of the wrath 
of God have already been poured out on his devoted head; 
he is now in a ftate of langour and decay; and the time of 
his final perdition ſeems to approach. Nor will any of his 
adherents be in a ſtate of ſafety, when the Lord comes, in 
the diſpenſations of his providence, to perform this work 
of judgment; for if any man worſhip the beaſt and his 
image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his 
hand, the ſame ſhall drink of the wine of the wrath of 
God, which 1s poured out without mixture, into the cup 
of his indignation **.” 


II. We ſhall now endeavour to illuſtrate and enforce the 
commandment in the text, © from {nch turn away.” By 
this commandment, the people of God are directed to ſepe- 
rate themſelves from thoſe ungodly profeſſors of the Chriſ- 
tian faith, whom the Apoſtle deſcribes, in the foregoing 
verſes; and to avoid all ſuch connection with them, as 


*. 2 PeL. 11-6. Z { Dog. vil. 25: 
il 23 The. ii. 3, 4. „ ziv.'y, x0, 
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would either tend to harden them in their iniquity, or to 
endanger their own ſafety. The law of Chriſt, indeed, does 
not prohibit Chriſtians from civil intercourſe- with the 
world at large, or from living on friendly terms with their 
relations and others, who may be infidels, or falſe profeſ- 
ſors. On the contrary, it enjoins diligence in our wordly 
callings*, which neceſſarily leads to much intercourſe with 
the world, and commands us to © do good to all men as 
we have opportunity,“ which ſuppoſes that we are in- 
timately acquainted with the ſituation of other men, be- 
lides © thoſe who are of the houſehold of faith.” It mutt 
be admitted, however, that believers of the Goſpel, when 
they act ſuitably to their profeſſion, will principally aſſoci- 
ate with thoſe who fear God, avoiding all unneceſſary in- 
timate correſpondence with worldly men. They confider 
the ſaints as the excellent ones of the earth, in whom is 
all their delight 1, and are aware, that when they begin 
to have too much reliſh for the company and converſation 
of men who have their portion in this life, and ſtill more 
when they prefer this to a friendly intercourſe with the 
people of God, their ſouls are in danger. 

In one caſe ouly, the law of Chriſt prohibits keeping 
company and eating with unbelievers. Theſe are ſuch un- 
believers as have been excluded from the churches of 
Chriſt [; and even towards perſons of this deſcription, it is 
our duty to behave with affability and diſcretion, and to do 
them good whea it is in our power, though all intimate cor- 
reipondence with them ought to ceaſe till they are brought 
to repentance. 1 have no objection againſt the opinion of 
tote who confider the excommunication of impenitent 
inners from the churches of Chriſt, as included-in the in- 
ju..Qtion to turn away from men who have a form of god- 
neſs, but deny the power thereof. This, however, is a 
dutinct thing from avoiding ſuch Intimacy with them, as 
the poſtle makes it lawful to have, in ſome degree, with 


Nom. xii. x1, Ech iv. 28. 1 Thel. iii. 12. f Gal. vi. 10. 
+ Plal. xvi.-2. 8 1 Co 08; | 
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men of the worſt characters, who never were connected 
with churches formed on the plan of the New Teſtament“. 
Both are evidently meant in our Lord's words, addreſſed 


to his Jewiſh diſciples, ** Let him be unto thee as an hea. 


then man and a publican ,“ and Paul in the plaineſt terms 
enjoins the former, when he ſays to a Gentile church, “put 
away from among yourſelves that wicked perſon.” This 
commandment, however, cannot be obeyed by the diſciples 
of Chriſt, till they ſeperate themſelves from all ſtrangers, 
and keep the ordinances, as the Apoſtles delivered them to 


the firſt churches. 


There are others who eſteem it a matter of indifference, 
whether they have religious fellowſhip or not with profane 
and impenitent finners, provided they do not imitate their 
wicked conduct; and this they conſider as the only thing 
intended by the Apoſtle when he ſays, * from ſuch turn 
away.” It 1s certainly of the higheſt conſequence that 
we ſhould avoid ail thoſe evils which are aſcribed to cor- 
rupt profeflors ; and if this is not the direct meaning of the 
Apoſtle, when he commands us to turn away from them, 
it muſt be ſtrongly implied in every injunction of this na- 
ture. A mere external ſeparation from ungodly men, will 
avail us nothing, if we carry along with us the ſame wick- 
ed practices in which they are engaged, or * if after we 
have eſcaped the pollutions of the world through the knou- 


ledge of the Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, we are again 


entangled therein and overcome ||.” To follow this line of 
conduct, would be to ſtrain at a gnat and to ſwallow a ca- 


mel. It would prove us to be greater hypocrites, and more 
worthy of condemnation, than the perſons from whom we 


ſeparate. But the word of God does not ſuppoſe that we 
can eſcape all the evils which abound among corrupt pro- 
feſſors of Chriſtianity, while we remain in fellowſhip with 
them. Even in a church of Chriſt, * a root of bitterneſs 


may ſpring up, and trouble them, and thereby many may 


A 1 Mat. xviii. 17. 1 1 Cor. v. 13. 


2 Pers ii. 20. 


FIRST DISCOURSE: 


| be defiled* n and ſome of the bad conſequences ariſing from 


the other connection, have been already mentioned. It is 
one reaſon, therefore, why Chriſt hath inſtituted the law 
u hich ſeparates his people from the world, as well as the 
law of diſcipline 1n the churches, that they may be preſer- 
ved pure from the infection of wicked men, eſpecially of 
thoſe who profeſs to know God, and in works deny 
im 4. Befides, the Apoſtle does not merely command us 
to turn away from wicked conduct, but from wicked men. 
It is evident, that he has per/ons in his eye, when he ſays, 
from ſuch turn away; for he immediately adds, for of 
this ſort are they who creep into houſes, .“ 

The people of God are therefore obliged by this com- 
mandment, to come out of thoſe religious ſocieties which 
receive into their communion, men who fulfil the luſts of the 
fleth; or who, if their outward conduct is decent and reſpec- 
table, give the moſt complete evidence of their ignorance of 
the Goſpel, and perhaps, in ſome caſes, of their utter a- 
verſion to it. If thoſe who enjoy peace with God through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and feel the conſtraining influence 
of his love, were not blinded by the moſt fatal prejudices, 
they would not hefitate to obey this commandment. It 
would appear to them a privilege, as well as a duty, to free 
_ themſelves without delay, from all religious connection with 
men who are a diſhonour to the Chriſtian profeſſion, and 
with whom they cannot have fellowſhip in the ſolemn or- 


dinances of the Goſpel, without giving countenance to the 


profanation of theſe ordinances, and expoſing themſelves 
to all the perils of the latter days. 
The nature and indiſpenſable obligation of this duty will 


appear from the following remarks. 


%, TükRE was no outward viſible diſtinction in the 
kingdom of Iſrael, between the true children of God, and 
te © of Abraham according to the fleſh. The law 

en to that people in their national capacity, was ſuch as 


* Heb. xii. 15. | + Tit. i. 15, 16. 
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2 nation of this world is capable to obey. It regulated on, 
ly their external conduct, and a man might be a good 1f- 
raelite, though he were not a believer of the promiſe re. 


ſpecting the Meſſiah, fo as to look for redemption in Iſrael; 


for Paul could affirm, that before his converſion, he was, 
touching the righteouſneſs which is in the law, blame. 
leſs “.“ All who in this reſpect were ſubject to its pre- 
cepts, enjoyed the temporal bleſſings which it ſecured to 
the obedient, and were entitled to partake of all divine or. 
dinances +. Thus far believers and unbelievers were con- 
founded. They joined indiſcriminately in the worſhip of 
the true God, for their national worſhip was not a human 
invention; it was inſtituted by the God of their fathers, 
who called Abraham from among the heathen, multiplied 
his ſeed, redeemed them from their bondage in Egypt, re- 
vealed his will to them by Moſes, and put them in pe 
ſion of the promiſed land. 

But there was a line of ſeparation, or a middle wall of 
partition, as the Apoſtle calls it, between them and the 
Gentile nations t. They were prohibited, under the moſt 


ſevere penalties, from joining in the worſhip of the hea- 


then, from intermarrying, or having any affinity with 
them, and from adopting their cuſtoms, or imitating their 
conduct, in a variety of particulars ||. From the worſhip 
of the tabernacle and remple, the heathen nations were en- 
tirely excluded, except ſuch of them as became proſelytes 
to the Jewiſh religion; and theſe laſt were only admitted 
as worſhippers in the outer court The Gentiles were 
aliens from the commonwealth of Ifrael, and ſtrangers 
from the covenants of eee having no hope, and with- 
out God in the world , while to the Iſraelites alone per- 
tained the adoption, = the glory, and the covenants, and 
the giving of the law, and the ſervice of God, and the pro- 
miſes ++.” Such a regimen too was appointed with reſpect 
to their food, as rendered it impoſſible for them to have fa- 


* Phil. ili. 6. Lev. xxvi. 3z.— 13. Deut. xxviii. 1.— 15. 
+ Eph. ii. 14, 15. $ Exod. xxiii. 42, 3. and xxxiv. 12.—18. 
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miliar intercourſe with the nations around them, many of 


thoſe-animals which were the common food of the Gentiles 
eing made unclean to them by the law of Moſes *, On 
all theſe accounts, they were fully warranted to eſteem it 


« an unlawful thing for a man that was a Jew to keep com- 


pany, or to come unto one of another nation 3” as Peter 
expreſsly declares, after © God had ſhewed him that he 
| ould not now call any man common or unclean +.” 

The people of Iſrael were thus ſeparated unto God as his 
peculiar people. He diſtinguiſhed them from all other na- 
tions, gave them his ſtatutes and ordinances, ſet his taber- 
aacle in the midſt of them, and dwelt among them as their 
Godt. This relation, in which the fleſhly ſeed of Abra- 
iam ſtood to the Moſt High, was only of a: outward and 


temporal nature, and intended as a type or figure of that 


ſpiritual and eternal relation, which ſubſiſts between God 


and the people of the new covenant, who are redeemed by 


tle blood of Chriſt, out of all nations, and kindreds, and 


peopic, and tongues, and made kings and prieſts unto God, 
ven the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 1. No earthly 
nation ever was, or could he the antitype of Iſrael accord- 


ng to the fleſh. Our Lord ſaid to the Jews“ The king- 
om of God ſhall be taken from you, and given to a na- 


ion bringing forth the fruits thereof ;“ and we perceive, 


rom the way in which Peter addreſſes the ſtrangers ſcat- 


red throughout a variety of countries, what claſs of peo- 


ple was pointed out by Jeſus, as inheriting the bleſſings of 
dais Kingdom. Of theſe flrangers, as a part of the whole 
redeemed company gathered out of all nations, he ſays, 


ye are a choſen generation, a royal prieſthood, a holy na- 


%%, a peculiar people, that ye ſhould ſhew forth the 
braiſes of him who hath called you out of darkneſs into 
ais marvellous light ** ;” applying to them in a much 


* Lev. Chap. xi. | — 7 Acts x. 15, 28. 
Palms cxlvii, 19, 20,—Deut, iv. I—9.—Exod. xxix, 45, 46.—Lev. 
Xvi. 11, 12. | 
$ Rev. i. 5, 6, and vii. 9. || Mat. xxi. 43. 1 Pet. ii, 9. 
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higher ſenſe, the epithets which had been given to the holy 
typical ſeed, under the Old Teſtament diſpenſation “. 
If then, the nation of Ifrael was ſeparated from all other 


co NE | 
nations, 1 A 


Goſpel diſpeaſation, who are the antitype of Iſrael after 


the fleſh, ought, in their ſpiritual worſhip, to have no fel- 
lowſhip with thoſe who do not viſibly belong to the King. 
dom of heaven? Though with reſpe& to preaching the Goſ- 

pel to all men for their ſalvation, and maintaining civil in- 
Intercourſe with them, God hath ſhewed us that we ſhould 


not call any man common or unclean. How elſe could 
they appear to be a choſen generation, a royal prieſthood, 
Oc. in diſtindt on from the world around them? Js that 
kind of ſeparation which is enjoined in the New Teſtament, 
of leſs importance than the typical ſeparation of the ancient 


people of God from the Gentile nations ? Or will any dare 


to affirm, that the inſtitutions of Chriit under the Goſpel. 
may be profaned with more impunity than the caraat ordi- 
nances of Moſes ? | ” 


2d, TE diſtinction which was to take place between the 


true children of God, and outward nominal proſeſſors, Who 


boaſt of their external privileges, was pointed out by John 
Baptiſt, who came to prepare the way of the Lord, as the 
forerunner of the great Me 


the Phariſces and Saddueer 
unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you 


come to bis bap tilm, he ſaid 


to flee from the wrath to come? Bring forth therefore 
fruits meet for repentance, and think not to ſay withit 


yourſelves, We have Abraham to our facher; for J lay 
unto you, that God is able of theſe itones to raiſe up 
children unto Abraham. And now alſo, the axe is laid 
unto the root of the trees; therefore every tree which 
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and caſt in- 


to the fire. I indeed baptize you with water unto fe- 


pentance 3 ; but he that cometh after me is mightier than 
* Exod, xix. 3,6. 


ze whole of their typical economy and worſhip; | 
does it not neceſſarily follow, that true believers, under the 


h. When he ſaw many of 
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E whoſe ſhoes I am not worthy to bear : he ſhall baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit, and with fire. Whoſe fan 1s 
in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and 
gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up 
the chaff with unquenchable fire*,” He ſweeps away all 
their vain pretenſions, intimating, that their deſcent from 
Abraham would be of no. avail. to obtain the bleſſings of 
Meſllah's kingdom; that the almighty power of God 1s ne- 
ceſſary to make men the true children of Abraham; and that, 

if they claimed the honour of being ſuch, they muſt ſhew 
it by their fruits. He informs them, that one mightier than 
he was about to come; and that he would effectually dif- 
tinguiſh between the wheat and the chaff, taking the moſt 
| fgnal vengeance on many of thoſe who ſaid, We have Abra- 
ham to our father, but were, notwithſtanding, the enemies 

of God, and the children of the devil. | 

Theſe words of John, not only ſhew, that when the king- 

dom of the Meſſiah ſhould be eſtabliſhed, thoſe alone, who 
gave evidence of their faith in Chriſt, by obeying him, 
would really be the children of Abraham ; or, which 1s the 
tame thing, © The children of God by faith in Chrift Je- 
ſus;“ but alſo, that no other perſons were then to be rec- 
toned ſuch, or to be accounted worthy of the privileges of 
Chriſt's kingdom. Before the coming of John Baptiſt, 
there were in the Jewiſh nation, ſome of the trne 
children of God, „ Who were born not of blood, nor 
of the will of the fleſh, nor of the will of man, but of 
Godt,” But they were intermixed with unbelievers, and 
enjoyed in common with them, the external privileges of 
the kingdom of God, which, in a federal and typical ſenſe, 
included the whole nation of Ifracl. John muſt therefore 
be uideritood, as announcing an alteration 2 thts refpeet, 
and informing the Jews, that neither they, nor any others, 
who did not bring forth fruits meet for repentance, would 
ve. confedered as ſubjects of Methali's kingdom, or entitled 
to the Wang and immunities of the happy proges over 

hom he was to reign. 


% A a | 2 
Mat, ili. 7,.—13. + john 1. 13. 
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2 Tin. 1 111. I, 2, 35 4, Jo» > 


Ar FTER enquiring in a former Aeon what ſort of 1 


racters thoſe men poſſeſs, from whom we are commanded 
to turn away; and what danger is to. be apprehended from 
them. We began to illuſt rate and enforce the command- 
ment itſelf; IJ. By the ſeparation of the ancient typical 
people of God, From the nations Al ound them; and, 2d. By 
the doQttine of — the Baptiſt. We now obſerve, | 


3d, Tnar the 3 delivered by Jeſus Chrif him- 


ſelf, during his perſonal miniſtry, illuſtrates and confirms 


what was ſpoken by his meſſenger who prepared his way. 
In his diſcourſe with Nicodemus, he teaches the neceſſity 
of men being born again, in order to their becoming ſab- 
jects of the kingdom of God. He ſays, Except a man be 
born again, born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot en- 
ter into the Kingdom of God.“ And he diſtinguiſhes this 
from the fleſhly birth, which entitled the ſeed of Abraham 
to the privileges of God's ancient Kingdom, That which 


is born of fleſh is fleth, and that which is born of the Spirit 


is ſpiritÞ,” He addreſſed the Phariſees, who were the ſtrict- 
eſt ſect among the Jews, as a race of carnal men, who, with 
the higheſt pretenſions to religion and zeal for the glory of 
God, were groſsly ignorant of the true character of God, 
and of their duty both to him and to their fellow-men. He 
expoſed their hypocriſy in a variety of particulars, their 
intolerable pride, their covetouſneſs and extortion, their 
profane ſwearing coloured over with religious pretexts, 
„en higotry and Sr ſpirit, and thus addreſſed 


. | ; + Verſe 6. 
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them, “ Ve ſerpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye 
eſcape the damnation of hell*?” He repelled all their 
claims founded on their being the ſeed of Abraham, and 

| having one father even God. To theſe he anſwered, « If | 
ye were Abraham's children, ye would do the works of 
Abrü hes but now ye ſeek to kill me, a man that hath 
told you the truth which I have heard of God: this did not 
Abraham. If God were your father, ye would love me, 
becauſe I proceeded forth, and came from God. Ye are of 
your father the devil, and the luſts of your father ye will 
do f. He told them, that the kingdom of God would be 
taken from them, and piven to a nation bringing forth the 
fruits thereof. *© Many,” ſays he, ſhall come from the 
eaſt and weſt, and ſhall fit down with Abraham, Iſaac, and 
Jacob, in the kingdom of God. But the children of the Ring- 
dom ſhall be caſt out into outer darkneſs, there ſhall be 
weeping and gnaſhing of teeth f.“ He delivered a propheſy 
concerning the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, containing a moſt 
minute and particular account of the things which were to 
precede' this awful judgment, the ſigns of his coming for 
this purpoſe, and the accumulated ſufferings which were 
then to be heaped upon the Jewiſh nation ; every article 
of which was exactly fulfilled, and the whole iſſued in the 
complete deſtruction, both of their civil and religious efta- 
pliſhment. | 

Will it be affirmed, notwithſtanding all theſe 2 that 

the kingdom of Iſrael, which it is admitted was once the 
kingdom of God, ought to be confidered by Chriſtians, as 
11 example for their imitation? Would you have any hand 
in eſtabliſhing, or ſupporting ſuch a kingdom, as that 
which hath already ſuffered the moſt ſignal vengeance of 

the God of heaven? A multitude of carnal men, wallow- 
ing in all the luſts of this world, yet claiming a relation to IJ; 
God as their father, and pretending to worſhip him! Are Ji 
nere any real believers of the Goſpel, who ſo entirely loſe |} 
fight of all the glorious things am of the kingdom of | 


2 Mat. xxili. throughout. I John viii. 39, 40, 44. | | [i 
i Mat. xxi, 43. Chap. viii. IT, 12. $ Mat, xxiv. | | þ 
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the Meſſiah, both by ancient prophets, and by Chriſt 4 | 


ſelf and his apoſlles, as to debaſe it in ſuch a manner? One 
could ſcarcely believe it poſſible, were it not contained in 
the prophetic Scriptures, and exemplified before our eyes. 


To return to the doctrine of Chriſt, who beft knew how 


to deſcribe his own kingdom. He teſtifies, in the good con- 


feflion which he witneſſed before Pontius Pilate, © My 


kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this 


world, then would my feryants fight that I ſhould not be 
delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from 


bence*.” His kingdom is ſo diametrically oppoſite to eve. 
ry thing that is worldly, that men who judge from worldly 


principles, are at a loſs to underſtand the deſcription of it. 


They know not what is meant by a fpiritual and heavenly 
kingdom. Without all peradventure, however, the king- 
dom which Jeſus came to eſtabliſh is of this nature, as ap- 
pears from its being often denominated “' the kingdom of 
heaven,” | | 

The /ubefs of it are ſpiritual, and born from above, as 


we have ſeen: they are not of this world, even as Chriſt 


himſelf was not of this world. He deſcribes than as being 
of the truth ; and this is that truth which he had heard 
of God, and came in his name to declare; for when he con- 
feſles that he wos a king, he adds, * to this end was I born, 
and for this cauſe came J into the world, that I ſhould bear 
witneſs unto the truth.“ He teſtified that he himſelf was 


the Chriſt, the Meſliah, or anointed Saviour, declaring that 


tlie Spirit of the Lord God was upon him, becauſe he had 


anointed him to preach the Goſpel to the poor, and ſent. 
him to heal the broken hearted, to preach deliverance to 
the captives, and recovering of ight to the blind, to ſet at 


liberty them that are bruiſed, to preach the acceptable 
year of tle Lordi.“ He teſtified that he was the Son of 


God, “ who is in the boſom of the Father“, who exiſted 


* Ichn xviii. 36. + John xv. 19. and xvii. 14, 16. John xviii. 37. 
I. uke iv. 10,23. % Mat, xvi. 16, 17. John. x. 36. and i. 18. 
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before Abraham“, and . hed glory with who Fathes 
before the world was 7; that the Father alſo © hath com- 
mitted all judgment unto the Son, that all men ſhould ho- 
nour the Son even as they honour the Father ;“ that 
« he and his Father are one] ];“ and that “ the Son of 
Man who came down from heaven,” while he ſpoke to men 
upon earth, © was in heaven**,” He declared alfo that 
« he came to give his life a ranſom for many A,“ and that 
4 every one who ſeeth the Son and believeth on him, ſhalt. 
nave everlaſting life, and he will raiſe him up at the laſt 
day 14.” This 1s the truth which he came to teſtify, and 
which he confirmed by miraculous works, and particularly 
by riſing again from the dead, by which “ he was declar- . 
ed to be the Son of God with power.“ | | 
The ſubjects of his kingdom are of this truth“ bj bes 
lieving it, in conſequence of divine illumination; for“ they 
are all tanght of God, and every one that hath heard and 
learned of the Father, cometh unto Chrift*,.” In his inter- 
ceflory prayer to the Fat! r, he fays concerning his dif- 
A, Ciples, © I have manifeſted thy name unto the men whom. 
thou gaveſt me out of the world. I have given unto them, 
the words which thou gaveſt me; and they have received 
them, and have known ſurely, that I came out from thee, 


John viii. 58. F John xvii. 5. } Johns v. 22, 2 
John x. Zo. | ** John iii. 13. 
Theſe ſayings of Chriſt, as well as many other expreſs declarations 
in the word of Gol, ſhew in the cleareſt manner, not indeed that he is the 
don in his divine nature abſraQly conſidered, but that he who is the Son 
of God, and who came of the ſeed of David according to the fell, „is over i 
all, God bleſſed for ever. Amen “.“ He'is denominated the Sea of God on | 
account of his incarnation, for the angel fail to Mary, © that holy thing | 
which {hall be born of thee ſhall be called the Son of God+;” and it was 
when © the Word was made fleſh, and dwelt among men, ſull of grace and F 
roth, that they beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Fa- | 
cr,” He is allo the Son of God, as being the firſt begotten of the dead, 14 
+34 exalted to the right hand of the Father, poſſeſſing univerſal dominion, 14 
«3 the heir of all things, and the prince of the kings of the earth.“ 


* Rom. 13 + Luke i. 35. | Jo. i. 14. 
4. Ats 833k 33. COmpare with Pſal. ii. 7- to the end. Col. i. 18. Hel. i. 2. Rev. ji. 5. * 
Pfl. Ixxxix; 952 


＋ Mat. xx. 28. 4 John vi. 40. | Rom. i. 4. „John vi. 45- 
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and they have believed that thou didſt ſend me *,” this 
diſciples or fubjeRs, are lovers of this truth, as it reconciles 
them to God, and is the foundation of all their hope for e. 
ternity. They are obedient to that form of doctrine into 
which they are moulded, conformed to Chriſt, and will. 
ing to ſuffer with him in this world, in 'the hope of being 
glorified together with him f; for he ſays, Whoſoever 
will come after me, let him deny himfelf, and take up his 
| croſs, and follow me, For whoſoever will ſave his life, 
ſhall loſe it, but whoſoever will loſe his life for my ſake 
and the Goſpel's, the ſame ſhall fave it ||.” In this manner 
he characterizes thoſe who are of the truth, every one 
that is of the truth heareth my voice **;” and he defcribes 
his ſheep in the ſame way, my ſheep hear my voice, and 
1 know them, and they ſollow me ff. On the contrary, 
they will not follow a ſtranger, but will flee from him, for 
they know not the voice of ſtrangers ft.” No man there- 
fore can belong to the kingdom of Chriſt, unleſs he 1z 


taught of God to know the truth which ſaves, to enjoy its 
conſolation, to obey it from the heart, and to follow ſuch a 


line of conduct, as will make it appear, that he is not of this 
world. 
The immunities and 1 of the glow of Chriſt 


are not worldly, for“ the God and Father of our Lord Je- 


ſus Chriſt hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſings, 1n hea- 
venly places in Chriſt .“ He hath promiſed nothing more 
than food and raiment in relation to temporal enjoyments r; 


theſe are not the portion of his people, and they have no 


aſſurance of freedom from affliction in this world, but the 
contrary, for through much tribulation they muſt enter 
into the kingdom of GodF+4.” The inheritance itſelf, which 
is the principal bleſſing that belongs to the ſubjects of this 


kingdom, wm” . undefiled, and fadeth not a- 


* John xvii. 6, 8. + Rom. vi. 17. t 2 Tim ii. 12. Luke 
xii. 32. James i. 12. and v. 7, 8. Mark viii. 34. 33. 
** John xvii. 37. N +7 John x. 27. t Jobn x. 5- 


II Eph. i. 3. „Mat. vi. 30, 32, 33- Luke xii. 28.—32. 1 Tim. vi. 6, 7,8. 
"+4 A xiv. 22. 
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way, and is reſerved in heaven for thoſe who are kept by 
the power of God through faith unto ſalvation *.” 

The means of eftabliſhing, defending, and promoting the in- 
terefts of this kingdom, are not worldly. No ſervice was: 
ever done to it by the riches, power, and ſplendour of this 
world; nor did it ever gain any real aſcendency by means 
of human craft and policy, or by the enticing words of 
man's wiſdom. It was at firſt eſtabliſhed, merely by the 
preaching of the Goſpel, which proclaims peace on earth, 
and good will towards men.” The inſtruments employed 
for this purpoſe were ſuch as men eſteemed fooliſh, weak, 
baſe, and contemptible ; but while they had to combat 


with all the power of earth and hell, the weapons of theſe _ 
meſſengers of God, which were not carnal, were © mighty 


through God to the pulling down of ſtrong holds, calling 
down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth it- 
ſelf againſt the knowledge of God, and bringing every 
thought into captivity to the obedience of Chriſt +.” 

Our Lord ſhews in the cleareſt manner that the ſword 


cannot be uſed in his kingdom, not even for the purpoſe 
of defending it, when he ſays, ** If my kingdom were of 


this world then would my ſervants fight, that I ſhould not 
ve delivered to the Jews.“ I ſay cannot be uſed, for thoſe 
who have taken this method to advance or defend the king- 
dom of Chriſt, always meant, in ſome reſpect or other, to 
eſtabliſh tenets in direct oppolition to it. Admitting that 
ſome of the children of God themſelves, have been ſo far 
deceived, as to take the ſword in defence of their religion, 
or in order to compel men to profeſs the faith, it is im- 
poſſible in the nature of the thing, that, in this particular, 
they could be actuated by a deſire to propagate or defend 
the true religion, though they ignorantly thought ſo ; be- 


-auſe it does not admit of any ſuch defence. It ſuffers more 


by the violence of its friends than by all the violence that 
can be directed againſt it by its moſt inveterate enemies. 
And we may lay it down as a ſure principle, that whene- 


r 7 a Cor. x. 4, 5. 
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| erdition of fouls. But ſtill the ſword is neceſſary to de- 
Sg a nation of this world * its enemies; this mean 


ver men begin to fight in the cauſe of religion, they have 
ſomething elſe in view than the religion of Chriſt. 


This is admitted in what our Lord ſays to Pilate; and in 


of God, a revenger to execute wrath. on him that doth e- 


for all the blood that is ſhed. It may ſometimes however 


from all earthly kingdoms. *© If my Kingdom were of this 
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It is abſolutely neceſſary in the preſent ftate of human 
affairs, that a worldly kingdom ſhould defend itfelf by vio. 


lent means, both againſt external and internal enemies. 


Paul's deſcription of the power of the civil magiſtrate, 
He beareth not the ſword in vain ; for he is the miniſter 


vil“. ] do not ſay ſo with a view to give any countenance 
to deſtructive wars. No ſober- minded perſon can heſitate 
to pronounce all ene wars unlawful. They ariſe from 
the luſts of men, from pride, ambition, avarice, and re- 
ven ge ; and one of the parties at leaſt muſt be anſwerable 


be difficult to determine which party is the aggreſſor, for it 
frequently happens in theſe matters, as in private quarrels, 
that both are to blame. A kingdom of this world may exif: 
without fighting for conqueſt, or in order to revenge inſults 
which might be otherwiſe accommodated. Nay, its real hap- 
pineſs and proſperity depend, in a great meaſure, on avoiding 
war ; for it 1s the bane of human ſociety, the chief deſtroyer 
of earthly comforts, and an extenſive mean of haſtening the 


. otherwiſe it would ſoon be diſmembered, and torn in 


pieces. 
Now in this m_ our Lord Aiftinguithes his fade | 


world,” ſays he, then would my ſervauts fight, &c.“ It 
was impoſſible to have given a more concluſive proof of what 
he afſerts. Notwithſtanding his being ſurrounded by cho- 
ſen friends, on whoſe fidelity he could have depended, had he 
inclined to make them warriors, and having many among 
the Jews who were willing to eſpouſe his cauſe, and who 
on one occaſion ** would have taken him by force to make 


Kom. xii), 4. ſee allo 1 Pet. ii, 14. 
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him a king; he ſuffered himſelf to be ** bound, 
inſulted, and dragged to death, without attempting the 


ſmalleſt reſiſtanee. When one of his ſervants began to uſe 


the word in his defence, he miraculouſly healed the wound 
that was inflicted by it, and ſaid to his miſtaken friend, 


« Put up again thy ſword into its place, for all they. that 


take the ſword ſhall periſh with the ſword+.” How then 
can that kingdom be of this world, the ſubjects of which 


are prohibited from fighting in defence of their King and 


Lord? Would to God that all the profeſſed ſervants of Chriſt, 
in every age, had in this reſpe& acted ſuitably to the nature 
of his kingdom. What an immenſe ſlaughter of the human 
ſpecies would have been prevented! | 

Jeſus alſo not only diſtinguiſhes his kingdom from worldly 
k'ngdoms in general, but from the ancient kingdom of God 
in Iſrael, for he ſays, ** now is my kingdom not from 
hence :” which ſeems to intimate that it had been other- 
wiſe in former times, and that he was now going to eſta- 
bliſh a new kingdom, altogether different in its nature and 
principles, from any thing that had hitherto taken place in 
the world, | | 


#roM this brief ſummary of the doQrine of Chriſt con- 
cerning the characters of thoſe who were to be accounted his 
diſciples, and the nature of his Kingdom, it appears that 
none ought to partake of the ordinances whieh he hath in- 
\{ituted but thoſe who are of the truth, who hear his voice, 
and who like him are not of this world : and conſequently, 
that it is the duty of real believers of the Goſpel, to ob- 


ſerve Chriſt's ordinances in a ſtate of ſeparation from all. 


whom they can diſcern to be unbelievers, and woridly men, 


419, Tas practice of the Apoſtles, and other firſt mini- 


ters of the Word, exactly correſponded with our Lord's 


doctrine on this ſubjeR, for they adminiſtered the ordinance 


ol baptiſm, and received into churches, thoſe only, who by 


their confeſſion of the faith, appeared to be the CO of 


* Jahn vi. 15. £70 T Mat. xe. 5t, 32. 
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1 Chriſt, and ſubjects of the kingdom of heaven. Even the dif. 

_ ciples of John © were baptized of him in the river of Jordan, 

confelſing their fins*.” When he warned them of their dangey, 
and preached the doctrine of the kingdom of heaven, they 
aſced him, What ſhall we do then?“ And he gave them 

1 general inſtructions to regulate their conduct, ſimilar to 

MM thoſe afterwards given by Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſlles+, 

| 2 He only preached, however, that the kingdom of heaven 

= was at hand,” calling men on this account to repentance f. 
We cannot therefore expect to find, in the time of his mi- 
niſtry, ſuch a marked diſtinction between believers and un- 
believers, as that which appears in the doctrine and practice 
of the apoſtles after the reſurrection of Jeſus, when th: 
kingdom of heaven, actually came in all its divine ſimpli- 
city and glory, and was eſtabliſned among men on the 
earth, by the power and grace of the Moſt High. 

The three thouſand perſons who were baptized on the 
day of Pentecoſt, were firſt converted to the Chriſtian 
faith, by the ſermon which Peter preached with the Holy 
Spirit ſent down from heaven. They were pricked in 

their hearts, and ſaid, Men and brethren what ſhall we 
do?” And when Peter had called them to repent and 
be baptiſed every one of them in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, 
for the remiſſion of fins, they gladly received his word.” 
| Theſe were not the whole of that great multitude, who on je 
this occaſion heard him preach the Goſpel ; for, among o- = 
ther things, he ſays to them, © ſave yourſelyes from this 
untoward generation“. The perſons who thus repented, fl 
| received the word with gladneſs, and were baptized, © were e 
8 Y on the ſame day added unto them,” that is, to the church t 


md keg }2|D_- bk pop. 
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of Chriſt at Jeruſalam, the hundred and twenty brethren Þ 
| 1 mentioned in the foregoing chapter. And they conti- b 
1 nued ſteadfaſtly in the Apoſtle's doctrine, the fellowſhip, ti 
| the breaking of bread, and the prayers ft.“ Theſe were tl 
| not mere forms; their whole hearts were engaged in the ft 
BY ſervice of God, and their ſubſequent hiſtory gives abun- 


A „Mark i. 5. + Luke iii. 10 —15. | 4 Mat. iii. 2 
10s 1. 37, 38, 41. L Verſe 48. Ft Verſe ing 
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dant evidenee of the reality of their faith. Thoſe alſo whom 
the Lord afterwards added to this church daily, were 
„ ſach as ſhould be ſaved*.” The whole body is termed 
« the multitude of them that believed ;”” and they were 
« of one heart, and of one ſoul+.” 

A ſimilar account is given of thoſe who were baptized in 
the city of Samaria, to whom Chriſt was preached by Phi- 
lip the Evangeliſt. * The people with one accord gave 
heed unto thoſe things which Philip ſpake, hearing, and 
ſeeing the miracles which he did. And there was great joy 
in that city f.“ They had formerly been bewitched with 
the ſorceries of Simon, to ſuch a degree, that they were in- 
duced to ſay, this man 1s the great power of God. But 
when they believed Philip, preaching the things concern- 
ing the kingdom of God, and the name of Jeſus Chriſt, they 
were baptized both men and women. Then Simon himſelf 
believed alſo, and was baptized|].” In like manner, when 
the Eunuch of Ethiopia, to whom Philip preached Jeſus, ſaid, 
on coming to a certain water, See here is water, what 
doth hinder me to be baptized? Philip ſaid, if thou believeſt 
with all thine heart thou mayeſt. And he anſwered and 
ſaid, I believe that Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of God. And 
they went down both into the water, both Philip and the 
Eunuch, and he baptized him**,” This Ethiopian alſo en- 
joyed the conſolation of the truth which Philip had preach- 
ed to him, for © he went on his way rejoicing.” 

Lydia and her houſehold were baptized, after hearing 
from Paul the glad tidings of ſalvation. Of her it is affirm- 
ed that © the Lord apened her heart, ſo that ſhe attended 
to the things which were ſpoken of Paul f;“ and of her 
houſehold, that it confiſted of brethren who were comforted 
by Paul and Silas*,. Theſe two meſſengers of peace ſpake 
the word of the Lord to the jailor at Philippi, and to all 
that were in his houſe, He and all his were baptized 
ſtraightway; and he rejoiced, believing in God with all his 

Ads ii. 47. + Ads iv. 32. } Ads viii. 6, 8. 


Acts viii. 10, 12, 13. ** Verſe 36, 37, 38. 4+ Verſe 39. 
| t Ads xvi. 14. , Verſe 40. 
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houſe*.” When Paul preached the Goſpel, at Corinth, 
*© Criſpus the chief ruler of the ſynagogue believed on the 


Lord, with all his houſe; and many of the Corinthians 


hearing, believed, and were baptized f“: among whom were 
Criſpus, Gaius, and the houſehold of Stephanasf ; and of 
this houſehold it is affirmed, that ** they were the firſt 
fruits of Achia, and had addicted themſelves to the mini. 
ſtry of the ſaints 5.“ | 

S8o far as I recollect, theſe are all the e of the 


baptiſm of particular perſons that are recorded in the New 


Teſtament, except the baptiſm of our Lord himſelf, and 
that of the apoſtle Paul; and the whole of them clearly e- 
vince, that believers of the Goſpel are the only fit ſubjeQ: 
of baptiſm. In this way, the apoſtles pointedly fulfilled 


the commiſſion which they had received from Jeſus Chriſt, 


Teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Fa- 
ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit **.” © Go 
ye into all the world, and preach the Goſpel to every crea- 
ture : he that believeth and 1s baptized ſhall be ſaved ; but 


he that believeth not ſhall be damned ff.“ Aud they alſo 


taught thoſe whom they had baptized, ** to obſerye all 
things whatſoever Chriſt had commanded them tt.” 


| You have ſeen already what ſort of perſons the church 
at Jeruſalem conſiſted of, which was intended as a model to 
all ſucceedi::g churches ; and you may now attend to the 
deſcription that is given of ſome of the other churches, 
which were planted by the Apoſtles. The ſacred hiſtorian 
gives a particular account of the gathering of the Church 
at Kphefus by the preaching of Paul, in the nineteenth 


chapter of the Ads. When aul arrived at that place, he 


ſourd abour twelve diſciples, who knew ouly the baptiſm 


of John Theſe perſons, having heard John, or ſome of 
his diſciples, © >ay1ag unto them, that they ſhould believe 


on him who {ould come aſter John, Luat is on Chriſt Je- 


Acts xvi. 30, —35. F Ads xviii. 8. 


8 - 1 Cor. XVI. 15. Mat. viii, 9 
| it Mat. xxviii. 20. 
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fas,” had already been baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jeſus“. After Paul had preached the Goſpel in the Jewiſh 
ſynagogue at Epheſus, and when divers were hardened 
believed not, but ſpake evil of that way before the multi- 
tude; he departed from them, and ſeparated the diſciplesf” 
from the unbelieving Jews, forming them into a diſtinct ſo- 
ciety as a church of Chriſt ; turning at the ſame time alſo 
to the Gentiles, to whom he preached the Goſpel when it 
was rejected by the Jews. A very remarkable account is 
given of the effects produced by the word of God. © Many 
tat believed, came and confeſſed, and ſhewed their deeds. 
Many alſo of them who uſed curious arts, brought their books 
together and burned them before all men: and they counted 
the price of them, and found it fifty thouſand pizces of ſilver. 
Sc mightily grew the word of God, and prevailed .“ This 
is the beginning of the church of God at Epheſus, to the 
elders of which, the ſame Apoſtle afterwards ſays, © Take 
liced, therefore, unto yourſelves, and to all the flock over 
which the Holy Spirit' hath made you overſeers, to feed 
the church of God which he hath purchaſed with his own 
blood 9.“ You ſee therefore, that a ſociety which the Lord 
acknowledges as a church of Chriſt, confiſts of perſons 
whom God hath purchaſed with his own blood. In the 
epiſtle written by Paul to this church, he denominates 
them, in diſtinction ſurely from the people in general who 
dwelt there, “the faints who are at Epheſus**;” af. 
firms, that they * truſted in Chriſt after they e the 
Word of truth, the Goltpel of their ſalvation; ; in whom 
allo,” ſays he, * after that ye believed, ye were ſealed 
with the Holy Spirit of promiſe +# ; and repreſents them 
as having been dead in fins, but now quickened together 
with Chriſt, partakers of the riches of divine mercy, ſaved 
by grace, and created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works ft.“ 
They were formerly aliens from the commonwealth of 
iſrael, and. ſtrangers from the covenants of promiſe z but 

Acta xi. J. 4 $ Vert 8, 9. t Verſe 18, 19, 26. 


$ Acts xx. 28. % Eph. i. I, ft Verſe 17. 
| tt Eph, ii. 1, 5. 7, 8, 10 
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now they were made nigh by the blood of Chriſt; recon. 
ciled to God by his croſs, fellow-citizens with the faints, 
and builded together for an habitation of God through the 
Spirit“. 


A siMILAx deſcription is given of all the churches in the 
New Teſtament, on which I need not enlarge. The Ro- 
mans are characteriſed as beloved of God, called to be 
ſaints+;*? the Corinthians, as fſanctiſied in Chriſt Jeſus, 


and called by God the Father, to the fellowſhip of his Son 


Jeſus Chriſt our Lordt;” the Coloſſians, as ſaints and 


faithful brethren in Chriſt||;” and the Chriſtians at Theſſa- 


Jonica, as the church of the Theſſalonians which was in 


God the Father, and in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt **. This 


was not a vague judgment of charity, pronounced without 


any proper evidence; the Apoſtle © knew their election of 
God,” by the effects which the Goſpel produced upon 


them; for he ſays, © our Goſpel came not to you in word 
only, but in power, and in the Holy Spirit, and in much 
aſſurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among 


you for your ſake. And ye became followers of us, and 
of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, 


with joy of the Holy Spirit,“ Oc. And he expreſſes his 


confidence with reſpect to the whole Church at Philippi, 
with the biſhops and deacons, that he who had begun a 
good work in them, would perform it until the day of Je- 
ſus Chriſt ;”” for he adds, even as it is meet for me to 


think this of you all, becauſe I have you in my heart, in- 


aſmuch as both in my bonds, and in the defence and con- 
firmation of the Goſpel, ye all are partakers of my grace. 
For God is my record how greatly I long after you all in 
the bowels of Jeſus Chriſt jt.” 

There were indeed many things 8 to the genuine 
influence of the Goſpel, in ſome of thoſe churches, to which 


epiſtles were ſent by the Apoſtles of Chriſt, and in five of 


© Eph. ii. 1, 13, 16, 19, 22. + Rom. i. 7. I Cor. i. 2 
Col. J. 3. *0 1 Thi. ++ Verſe 4, 5, 6. 
| 4+ Phil. i. 1, 6, 7, f. 
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the ſeven churehes in Afia, which our Lord himſelf imme. - 


diately addreſſed; ſuch as, envying, ſtrife and diviſions, 
diſreſpect to the poor, over-reaching one another in their 
dealings, eating things ſacrificed to idols, and even immo- 


ralities of the groſſeſt kind, as well as dangerous errors re- 


ſpecting the faith“. In ſhort, there is ſcarcely any evil 
that prevails in the world, of which you will not find in- 
ſtances in one or other of the churches. This is admitting 

all that can be charged againſt them by the greateſt enemies 


of that purity of communion, which, after all, I am con- 


fident, was ſtrictly enjoined on the firſt churches, and, up- 
on the whole, exemplified in their conduct. 

The wickedneſs that was committed by individual mem- 
bers among them, and the lukewarmneſs, and other ſymp- 
toms of apoſtacy, that too generally prevailed in ſome of 
theſe churches, are ſurely not recorded for our imitation, 
Did the Apoſtles of Chriſt approve of theſe things? Did 
they tolerate them, or give the churches permiſſion to do, 
o? Were they not, on the contrary, often employed in re- 
proving and admoniſhing thoſe who had ſinned, calling them 
to repentance, and aſſuring them that they who do ſuch 
things, ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God? Did not Paul 
olemnly command the Corinthians, to put away from a- 
mong themſelves a wicked perſon+; and expreſs his fear 
that his God would humble him among them, and that he 
hould bewail many who had finned, and had not repented ? 
which implies that they alſo would be excommunicated, if 
they did not repent. He likewiſe ſays to the Gala- 
tians, with reſpect to the corrupters of the Goſpel doctrine 
among them, * I would they were even cut off who trou- 


ble you ||,” and this is the rule which ought to regulate the 


procedure of churches, in dealing with all ſuch perſons, 
da man that is an heretic, after the firſt and ſecond admo- 
ation, iet; knowing, that he that is ſuch, is ſubverted, 


ad finneth, being condemned of himſelf**,” Not only 


* = | | © * : * —_ „* 
Epiſtles to the Corinthians and Calatians. Alſo, Rev. chaps: ii. & ili. 
7 1 Cor, chap. v. 1 2 Cor. Xii. 21. M Gal. v. 12, 
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the perſons who committed fin, but the churches which 
did not purge out this old leaven, were highly blamed for 
their remiſſneſs in diſcipline, as appears from Paul's com- 
plaints againſt the church at Corinth, on account of their 
retaining a wicked perſon in their communion; from the 
deep diſtreſs in which his firſt letter involved the church ; 
and from the zeal, repentance, and indignation which it 
occaſioned*, The ſame thing alſo will be diſcerned by eve- 
ry attentive reader, in our Lord's method of addreſſing the 
churches in Aſia. He commends one of them, becauſe ſhe 
* could not bear them that were evil; and had tried 
them who ſaid they were apoſtles, and were not, 
and had found them liars .“ And he condemns ſever: 
others, for having among them thoſe who committed 1 In1- 
quity. 

Churches, ſuch as thoſe which were planted by the A- 
poſtles, are reelaimable when they go aſtray. The Word 
of God has acceſs to their hearts, and when it is brought 
home to their conſciences, they will fall before its power, 
and glorify God, by confeſfing and forſaking their iniquity, 
as we fee the church at Corinth did, on that occafion which 
has been already mentioned. This is one of the moſt ge- 
nuine marks of true Chriſtianity, for in this imperfed ſtate, 
Chriſtians themſelves are ſubje& to many departures from 
the living God; they have often occaſion to repent ; and 
when they confeſs their fins, God is faithful and juſt te 
forgive them their fins, and to cleanſe them from all un- 
righteouſneſs f.“ The diſciples of Chriſt, ought not there- 
fore to be too precipitate in leaving the ſellowſhip of 2 
church, if it can in any reſpect be juſtly confidered 3s 1 
church of Chriſt, though there be many evils in it. It is 
their duty to uſe every mean that is appointed in the Word 
of God for remedying theſe evils, and to imitate the long- 
ſuffering of God, in their conduct towards their brethren. 
Thus far, we may ſafely improve what is ſaid in the Nev 
Teſtament, concerning the corruptions of the firſt churches. 


* 23 Gor, vil. 8,—13. f Rer. ii. a. ; John i. 9. 
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But what has all this to do with religious ſocieties, 
which conſiſt principally of worldly men profeſſing Chriſ- 
tianity, who never felt the power of the Goſpel, who are 
taught ſolely by education and cuſtom to attend to any re- 
ligious forms, who have ſcarcely a ſhadow of diſcipline a- 
mong them of any kind, and none of that which the Word 
of God inculcates, and who would ſmile at the feeble at- 
tempts of thoſe who might wiſh to obtain purity of com- 
munion? Is there any poſſibility of retorming ſuch 
churches? Might you not with as great propriety talk of 
reforming the world? It does not appear from any thing, 
either in the hiftory'of” the firft churches contained in the 
New Teſtament, or in the promiſes reſpecting future 
times, that God himſelf intends to reform them, in any o- 
ther way than by demoliſhing them altogether. It is op- 
poſite to every idea of a church of Chriſt that can be gathe- 
red from the New Teſtament, to ſuppoſe that a ſociety in 


which there is no diſcrimination between the people of God 


and the world, can deſerve to be ſo nained. On the con- 
trary, it is eaſy to diſcern in this particular, the influence 
of „ that Autichriſt which you have heard ſhould come,“ 


and now of a long time has been in the world ; that mon- 


ſtrous power which, under a profeſſion of ſubjeQion to 
Chriſt, has trampled on many of his laws, opened the flood- 
gates of corruption, and ſpoiled the fimplicity and glory of 
the primitive churches. Even thoſe churches, which in 
the days of the Apoſtles were the temples of the living 
God, became at laſt ſo corrupt, that he who walks in the 
midſt of the golden candleſtieks, and holds the flars in his 
right hand *,” entirely diſowned and forſook them. This 
he threatened when he ſaid, © 1 will ſpue thee out of my 
mouth. I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove 
chy candleſtick out of his place, except thou repent+.” It 


was the duty of all the true fearers of God to ſeperate from 


theſe churches, whenever they became totally incorrigible, 


ard in their united capacity refuſed ſubjection to the laws 


It the King of Zion ; for at this awful period, God himtelf 


Rev. i. 1.3, 16. and ii. 1, + Rev. iii. 16, and ii. 5. 
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withdrew from their aſſemblies. And it was always un- 


queſtionably the duty of ſuch, to turn away from thoſe cor. 


rupt ſocieties of nominal Chriſtians, which have been ga. 


thered by the influence of the Man Sin, and never ought 


to have been conſidered as the dwelling places of the Moſt 


High. 


«th. Ir is evident from the nature and deſign of Goſpel | 
ordinances, that believers of the truth alone ought to par- 
take of them; ard pot only thoſe who may be conſidered 


as unworthy communicants, but all who join with them, 
are guilty of a high profanation of theſe ordinances, Bap- 


tiſm ſignifies. the remiſſion of fins through the blood of 


Chriſt *. I: repreſents the death, burial, and reſurrection 
of the Son of God, and is an outward ſign or token to them 
who believe, of their fellowſhip with Chriſt in his death, 


who bare their fins in his own body on the tree; and in 


his reſurrection, who is become the firſt fruits of them that 


flecp. and will raiſe up all his people to the enjoyment of 
eternal life f.“ It ſignifies alſo our being dead unto fin, 


and alive unto God through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; and 
points out to us the neceſſity of walking in newneſs of life, 
as thoſe who have obtained mercy.” But to any perſon, 
whether an infant or an adult, who has no enjoyment of 


remiſſion, no fellowſhip with Chriſt in his death, no hope 


of life cteinal through his reſurrection from the dead, and 
who bas no experience of a new and ſpiritual life in Chriſt 
Jeſus ; of what avail is baptiſm? It is in one view a mere 
unmeaning ceremony. All that can be ſeen in it is“ the 
putting away of the filth of the fleſh,” when the perſon 
baptiſed has not the anſwer of a good conſcience towards 
God, by the reſuriection of Jeſus Chriſt **.” And in ano- 


ther view, it is debaſing and proſtituting gf a ſolemn ordi- 


nance of the Goſpel. 
The ſame thing may be obſerved with reſpe& to the 
Lord's Supper. The bread and wine fignify the body of 


_ * Mark iv. 1. Acts ii. 38. and xxii. 16 + Rom. vi. 3, 4, 5. Col ii. 12. 
t Rom. vi. 4. to the end. Col. ii. 11, 13. Tit. iii. 5, 1 Pet, ih 21, 
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Chriſt broken for his own people, and his blood ſhed for 


the remiſſion of their fins. In this ordinance, they remem- 


ber with grateful hearts, the death of the Lord Jeſus, and 
ihew it forth as the foundation of all their hope until he 
come again“. But what is the Lord's Supper to thouſands 
and millions of profeſſing Chriſtians, who never think of 
Chriſt at all, who have no conviction of their need of ſal- 
vation by him, no enjoyment of peace with God through 
| his atonement, nor any joyful hope in the proſpe& of his 
ſecond coming? It is not, when ſuch partake of it, an in- 
vocent unmeaning form. They eat and drink judgment 
to themſelves, not diſcerning the Lord's body. They are 
guilty of the body and blood of the Lord.“ If there is 
ary ſuch thing enjoined in the New Teſtament as purity of 
communion, if brethren in a church are commanded to watch 
over one anather, to bring offenders to repentance, or to 
purge them out as old leaven, that they may be a new 
lump, fince even Chriſt their paſſover is ſacrificed for 
them ; ſurely none of thoſe can be guiltleſs, who in any 
reſpe& join in this profanation of the ordinances of the 
Lord. More indeed might be ſaid in the preſent caſe, for 
theſe admonitions are given to a church of Chrift, which had 
fallen into a diſorderly way of eating the Lord's Supper, on 
which account many of them were chaſtened of the Lord, that 
they ſhould not be condemned with the world.“ But how 
much greater is the evil when the world themſelves are em- 
ployed in the outward obſervance of this ordinance, while 
they are entirely ignorant of its nature, and have no enjoy- 
ment of what is ſignified in it? | 
We muſt not be told, as an excuſe for joining in Chriſt's 
ordinances with men who have no juſt pretenſions to the 
tear of God, that many of the Jews under the former diſ- 


penſation were unbelievers with reſpe& to the ſpiritual 


promiſe madle to their fathers, and that all of them were in 
a great meaſure ignorant of what was ſignified by the or- 
dinances, that were then of divine inſtitution, while ne. 


Luke xxii. 19, 20. 1 Cor. xi. 23.—27. | : | 1 Cor. xi. 27, 29. 
11 Cor. xi. 20, 21, 22, 30, 31, 31. | 
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vertheleſs they were bound to obſerve them. It was not 


the deſign of God that they ſhould © ſteadfaſtly look to the 


end of that which was to be aboliſhed.*” This unfolding 
of myſteries was reſerved for the coming of the Meſſiah, 


and there is a contraſt in this reſpe& between the Old and 


the New Teſtament diſpenſation. Carnal worſhippers will 


not now be accepted, for God is a ſpirit, and they that 
worſhip him, muſt worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth+,” 


We muſt not g back to that covenant which has decay- 


ed, waxed old, and vaniſhed away ;“ nor © turn again to 


its weak and beggarly elements,” which would bring us in- 


to bondage ||. 


67h. THERE are ſeveral expreſs commandments, beſides 
the injunction in the text, obliging the people of God to 
have no religious feliowſhip with unbelievers, whether 


they are Jews, idolatrous Gentiles, or antichriſtian pro- 


ſeflors. 


Believing Jews were permitted for a time to worſhip in 


the ſynagogues, and in the temple, and to obſerve the law 
of Moſes; which, being a divine inſtitution, they could 


not be ſinners in obeying it, till it was ſet aſide by expreſs 
divine revelation, This accounts for the mixture of be- 
lieving and unbeheving Jews in their peculiar worſhp, 
while only the former had communion with the 
churches of Chriſt. The complete abrogation of the old 
covenant, and all that pertained to it, does not ſeem to have 
been clearly revealed, till the epiſtle to the Hebrews was 
written; and it was not actually accompliſhed till Jeruſa- 
lem was deſtroyed. But when this revelation was given, 
Jewiſh Chr:ſtians were called off entirely from their con- 
nection with carnal worſhippers. They were to © go 
without the camp? of Irael, as Jeſus “ ſuffered without 


the gate” of Jeruſalem, ** bearing his reproach, and re- 
membering that they had here no continuing city, and 


ſought one to come**.” This obliged them to drop all their 


2 Cor. iii. 1. ＋ John iv. 23, 24. | Heb. viii. 13. 
[] Gal. iv. 9. ** Heb, xiii. 12, 13, 14. : 
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former prejudices, and to forſake entirely the carnal ordi- 


nances of Moſes. 

Both Jewiſh and Gentile Chriitians were ſtrictly pro- 
hibited from having any connection with the idolatrous 
worſhip of the heathen, and from joining in Chriſtian fel- 
lowſhip with unbelievers. On this ſubject the Apoſtle 
thus addreſſes the church at Corinth, Be ye not unequal- 
ly yoked together with unbelievers ; for what fellowſhip 
hath righteouſneſs with unrighteouſneſs? And what com- 
munion hath light with darkneſs? And what concord hath 
Chriſt with Belial.? Or what part hath he that believeth 
with an infidel? And what agreement hath the temple of 
God with idols? For ye are the temple of the living 
God, as God hath ſaid, I will dwell in them ; and walk in 
them; and I will be their God, and they ſhall be my peo- 
ple. Wherefore, come out from among them, and be ye 
ſeperate, ſaith the Lord; and touch not the unclean thing; 
and J will receive you, and will be a father unto you, and 
ye ſhall be my ſons and daughters, ſaith the Lord Almigh- 
ty *. The arguments here uſed by the Apoſtle, con- 
clude equally againſt their worſhipping in heathen temples, 
and admitting unbelievers to have fellowſhip with them, 
whom he denominates the temple of the living God. He 


ſhews in a moſt irreſiſtible manner, the glaring inconfiſtency 


of ſuch conduct. To maintain that there is any propriety 
in believers having fellowſhip with unbelievers, is equally 
abſurd, as it would be to affirm that rigutzouſneſs may 
have fellowſhip with unrighteouſneſs, that light may have 
communion with darkaeſs, and. that no irreconcileable dif. 


cord ſubſiſts between Chriſt and Belial, or between the 


temple of God and idols. The higheſt encouragement alſo 
is given to come out from among them, and be ſeperate, 

and to avoid even touching the unclean thing ; for in con- 
nection with this, the Lond promiſes to dwell among his 


people, and to manifeſt himſelf to them as their God and 


father. But you will ſay, theſe were Pagan idolaters. T 


zm not however diipoſed to conſider them as more criminal 


2 Cor. vi. 1. to the end. 


. * N * 
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in the fight of God, than men who take up an empty pro- 
feſſion of the name of Chriſt, and commit the ſame wicked. 
neſs as they do. You will ſee a remarkable ſimiliarity 
between many of the characters aſcribed to the heathen in 
Rom. i. 29, 30, 31. and thoſe mentioned in the text, as be. 


longing to perſons who have a form of godlineſs. The 
_ guilt of the latter is aggravated beyond that of the former, 


by their abuſe of the ſuperior privileges which they enjoy; 
and the danger ariſing from them to the diſciples of Chriſt, 


is unqueſtionably greater. 


There are, however, otker commandments of the Lord, 
which apply directly to the connection of belie vers of the 
the truth with falſe proſeſſors. The ApoſHe had them on!; 
in view, when he ſaid, from ſuch furn away ;” and a 
more plain or expreſs injunction than this, with reſpe& to 
any duty, cannot be found in all the word of God. In re- 
lation to ſome of thoſe falſe teachers and deceivers, who 


had then begun at Rome to ſubvert the doQrine of the | 


kingdom of heaven, having their own temporal intereſt in 


view, while they profeſſed to ſerve Chriſt ; the Apoſtle. 
ſays to the believing Romans, © Now, I beſeech you, bre. 
thren, mark them who cauſe diviſions and offences con- 


trary to the doctrine which ye have learned, and avoid 
them; for they ſerve not our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but their 


oven belly, and by good words and fair ſpeeches deceive 


the hearts of the fimple*.” There were in other places 
alſo beſides Rome, men who taught things oppoſite to the 
genuine iufluence of the truth, who ** conſented not to 
wholeſome words, even the words of our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, and to the doctrine which is according to godlineſs, 


and were proud, knowing nothing, but doting about queſ- 


tions and ſtrifes of words, whereof cometh en vy, ſtrife, rail- 


ings, evil ſurmiſings, perverſe diſputings of men of corrupt 
minds, and deſtitute of the truth, ſuppoſing that gain is 
godlineſs:“ from ſuch Timothy is expreſly commanded to 


withdraw Himſelf +. 


I will not mention as an authority for turaing away from 


* Rom, xvi. 17, 18. | © Tim. vii, 4, 4 
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unbelievers, the commandment to the Theſſalonians, to 
note that man who walked diſorderly, not working, but 
going about as a buſy body, and to have no company with 
him, that he might be aſhamed ;” for this relates to the caſe 
of a Chriſtian brother, who, from an indolent diſpoſition, 
or from miflaken views of religion, may idle away too 
much of his time. We muſt not give any countenance to 
this practice, which is hurtful both to ſoul and body; and 
the beſt way to make a man aſhamed of ſuch conduct, is to 
keep no company with him, that is, to allow him to ſpend 
none of that time with us which we know might be better 3 
employed; or, in other words, to admoniſh him, and fend | 
him to his work: for the Apoſtle adds, « Yet count him 
not as an enemy, but admoniſh him as a brother *.“ 

But there is another commandment which is exactly in 
point, I ſhall give it you in the words of the Apoſtle John. 
And I heard another voice from heaven, ſaying, Come 
cut of her my people, that ye be not partakers of her fins, 
and that ye receive not of her plagues; for her ſins have 
reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her ini- 
quities f. That ſociety from which the people of God are 
thus mercifully called by a voice from heaven, is Babylon, 
or the falſe church, whoſe iniquitics are ſo multiplied and 
various, that time would fail me to recount them. She 
p:crends to be the ſpoule of Chriſt, but is in reality a pro- 
ſtitute, * committing fornication with the kings of the 
earth, and making the inhabitants of the earth drunk with 
the wine of her fornication.” She has corrupted the Gol- 
pel, and profaned its ordinances. She has long kept the 
people of God in bondage, enſlaving their ſouls by the in- 
ivence of human authority. She is full of abomination and 
althineſs ; every thing that is hateful to God is found in 
ner; and awful indeed will be that deſtruction which ſhall 

come upon her, for it is“ the vengeance of the Lord, the 
veigeance of his templey.” There are many diſputes a- 
vout what claſs of people is meant by this Babylon, though 


2 Thefl, iii. 6,16, + Rev. xviii. 4, 4 t Rev. xvii. I, 2. | 
5 $ Jer. H. 11. 
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all parties might eaſily diſcern, that a wicked ſociety, 
falſely claiming the character of the Church of Chriſt, is 
intended. Proteſtants generally apply the deſcription that 
is given of her, ſolely to the church of Rome; while Ca- 
tholies moſt abfurdly endeavour to ſhow, that the wicked 
Power deſcribed in Rev. xvii. is Rome heathen. I will 
not at preſent enter into a full diſcuſſion of this. ſubjeR. 
But, keeping to the point in hand, I affirm on the autho. 
rity of the Word of God; that wherever you ſee men pro- 
feſſing godlineſs, and attending outwardly to the ordinances 
of the Goſpel, while their conduct proves them to be del. 
titute of true religion; there you ſee the falfe church 
which, if it is not Babylon the great, the mot er of har- 
lots, is without all peradventure one of her daughters, 
And it does not alter the caſe, if we ſhould find among 


them ſome of the real children of God; for they would not 


be called to come out of Babylon, if they were not there. 
It is of great importance to difcern, in a juſt point of view, 
the dreadful iniquity of a corrupt profeſſion of Chriſtianity, 
and this is undoubtedly one leading part of it. What elfe 
could have raiſed the Man of Sin to his impious throne, 
and armed him with that ty rannical power, which he has 
long exerciſed over the ſouls and bodies of men? By what 
other method ſhall we account for whole nations aſſuming 


a form of godlineſs without the power of it, if we do not 


admit, that the influence of the Man of Sin gradually ex- 
tended this unſcriptural, and ſpurious proſel hon of Chriſ- 
tianity, till at laſt it ſpread univerſally over” the whole of 


Europe? And fince it cannot be denicd that the ſamo evil 


continues in many Proteſtant churches, which ate reform- 
ed from the groſs idolatry, and ſuperſtition of the church 
of Rome, is there any want of candour, or of cherity, in 
judging them on this account to be dutch tian There is 
not a more certain and deciſive mark of Antichriit in all 
the Word of God, than an outward form of Chriſtianity, 
in connection with every thing that is oppoſite to its ge- 
nuine ſpirit. This is an eſſential part of his character, and 
is eaſily diſcernible, in almoſt all that is ſaid of him in the 
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prophetic Scriptures. This call from heaven, therefore, 
makes it the bounden duty of the people of God, to come 
out of every religious ſociety, in which ungodly men par- 
take of the ſolemn ordinances of the Goſpel. . They are 
called to this, in the forefight of that deſtruQion which is 
coming upon Babylon. They cannot avoid a participation 
of her guilt, while they do not “ flee out of the midſt of 
Babylon, and deliver every man his ſoul *;” for the voice 
ſays, “Come out of her my peopley that ye be not parta- 
ters of her jins:” and they are in the utmoſt danger of 
© receiving of her plagues.” . : 


er. Ji. 6. 
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| I; the laft diſcourſe, I endegvanreld to illuſtrate and en. 


force, the duty of ſeparation from the world in religious 
fellowſhip. You may now attend to another obſervation, 
which is 1ntimately connected with this ſubjed. 


Tux difciples of Chriſt are not only bound to turn away 
from antichriltian ſocieties, but to be clofely united to one 
another in the bonds of Chriſtian love; and, in their joint 
capacity as churches, to obſerve all the inſtitutions of the 
kingdom of heaven. The perſons who were converted by 
the preaching of the Apoſtles, were immediately baptized, 
and added to churches, if this laſt was poſſible from their 


local ſituation. In places where they had only juſt begun 


to preach the Goſpel, thoſe who believed it met together, 


and obſerved all the ordinances, to which in this ſituation 


they could attend; and, whenever men appeared among 
them, properly qualified for the work of the miniſtry, they 
were orga; 1zed, or ſet inSrder, as churches of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt*; and continued ſtedfaſtly in the Apoſtles' 


doctrine, the fellowſhip, the breaking of bread, and the 


pravers” All this you will ſee from the inſtance already 
me: tioned of the church at Jeruſalem, and from the whole 
inſpired hiſtory of the firſt churches, in the Acts and E- 
piſtles of the ApoſtlesF. 

The ordinances which are obſerved 1n a church or con- 
gregation of Jeſus Chriſt, are neceſſary for the edification 
of the diſciples, to put them in remembrance of the truth 


Ads XiV. 23. Tit. i. 5. + A®Ns ii. 42. Col. ii. 3. 1 Cor. xi. 7: 
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by which they are ſaved, to increaſe their faith, to 
ſtrengthen their hope, to excite their love and obedience. 
in theſe they enjoy communion with God, a ſenſe of his 
love ſhed abroad in their hearts by the Holy Spirit, and an 
anticipation of that unſpeakable joy, which they ſhall at 
laſt obtain in his immediate preſence. For Chrift ſays, 
„He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he 
it is that loveth me ; and he that loveth me, ſhall be loved 
of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifeft my- 
ſelf to him*;” and God hath promiſed to dwell among 
them, and walk among them; I will be a Father unto you, 
and ye ſhall be my ſons and daughters, faith the Lord Al- 
mighty+.” The diſciples of Chriſt who mutually enjoy 
theſe high privileges, will not aſſume any diſtant airs, or 
gratify themſelves with the pride of worldly diſtinctions. 
They are connected together as brethren, in the family of 
"their God and Father, and “ are all one in Chriſt Jeſus. 
There is one body, and one ſpirit, even as they are called 
in one hope of their calling, one Lord, one faith, one bap- 
tiſm, one God and Father of all, who is above all, and 
through all, and in them all.“ On theſe accounts, they 
are „ beſought to walk worthy of the vocation wherewith 
they are called, with all lowlineſs and meekneſs, with long- 
ſufforing, forbearing one another in love, endeavouring to 
Leep the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace{.” They 
treat one another as near and, intimate friends, who 
are deeply concerned in each others welfare. They re- 
joice with them that rejoice, and weep with them that 
weep**®; accounting it pure and undefiled religion before 
God and the Father, to viſit the fatherleſs and widows in 
their affliction, and to keep themſelves unſpotted from the 
world ft.“ They ſtrengthen, edify, and comfort one ano- 
ther in every Ctuation, with the words of eternal life 47; 
and they ſhew their concern for thoſe in poor and afflicted 


john xiv. 21. I Cor. vi. 16, 18. 
+ Gal. iii, 28. Eph. iv. 4, 5, 6. § Eph. iv. 1, 2, 3. 
** Rom. xii. 15. +f James i. 27. 
* Rom. xv. 14. Eph. iv. 15. Col. iii. 16. Theſſ. iv. 18, & v. 11. 
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circumſtances, not by mere words of ſympathy, but by 
contbuting to their relief as God hath proſpered them“, 
By thus aboundling in the work of faith, and labour of love 


to the name of Jeſus, they provoke one another to love, 


and to good works ;? while they are alſo eſtabliſhed in the 
faith, and excited to every Chriſtian duty, by “ not for- 
ſak ing the aſſembling of themſelves together, but exhorting 
one another; and ſo much the more as they ſee the day ap- 


| proachingF. They warn and admoniſh thoſe who are ap- 


parently in danger of going aſtray , and if any of them 
ſaould be guilty of an evident breach of the law of Chriſt, 
they uſe, in the ſpirit of love and meekneſs, all thoſe means 
which he hath appointed for bringing offenders to repent- 
ance[|. In ſome caſes, this may iſſue in the excluſion of 
an 1mpenitent finner from the fellowſhip of a church : but 
even this is done ſrom love to his ſoul; it is intended.“ for 
the deſtruction of the fleſh, that the ſpirit may be ſaved i in 
the day of the Lord Jeſus**.” 

If ſuch are the advantages that may be enjoyed in this 
connection; and if ſeveral of the commandments that have | 
been mentioned cannot be obeyed, except in churches, 
which 15 ſo evident, that it requires no argument to prove 
it; are not thoſe who have forſaken Babylon, without find- 


ing their way to the dwelling places of Mount Zion, very 
much wanting to themſelves? And muſt they not be con- 


ſcious of living in the neglect of a great part of that dury, 
which they owe to their Lord and Saviour ? 


III. I now proceed to make a few remarks on the ex- 
tent of the duty enjoined in the text; and, on the conſe- 
quences reſulting from the faithful performance of it. 


1/7, Tun law of Chriſt does not make ſuch a complete 
ſeparation between his diſciples and the world, as to pre- 


* 1 Tim. vi. 17, 18, 19. Heb. xiii. 16. James ii. 15, 16. 1 John iii. 17. 
= + Heb. x. 24, 23. 
+ xr Theſl. v. 14. Heb. iii. 13. Jude ver. 22, 23. 
il MY XViii. 15, 16, 17. ** x Cor. v. g. 
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vent hypocrites and ſelf. deceivers from getting into the 
pureſt churches. There was a traitor among the twelve 
Apoſtles of Chriſt, who ſold himſelf to commit the greateſt 
of all crimes. As 1 have hinted at the caſe of Judas, al- 
low me to remark, that his being preſent or not at the 
celebration of the Lord's Supper, does not affect the queſ- 
tion we are now upon. 1 incline to think, from its being 
ſaid by the Evangelift John, that aſter © having received 
the jop he went immediately out*,” that he was not pre- 
ſent when our Lord gave the bread and the cup to his diſ- 
ciples ; for it is perfectly clear, that the ſop was given at 
the Paſſover Supper, which preceded the inſtitution of the 
Lord's Supper. None of the other Evangelifts indeed take 
notice of this circumſtance, and one of them narrates the 
whole tranſaction in ſuch a way, as would naturally lead 
us to conclude that Judas was there. But they do not af- 
firm this; and we frequently meet wich a narration of hif- 
torical facts in the Scripture, not in the exact order in 
which they happened. This appears evidently to have 
been done by Luke in the preſent caſe; for he mentions 
| firſt the Lord's Supper, aud then the giving of the ſop to 
Judas, whereas Matthew and Mark both begin with the 
latter f.“ Theſe three Evangeliſts do not narrate any 
elrcunſlance inconſiſtent with Judas going away, immedi- 
ately on his being pointed out as the traitor, and before 
the inſtitution of the Lord's Supper, though they omit this 
particulars; aud as John expreſsly athrms it, why may we 
not conclude, that the firſt ſociety who partook of this or- 
dinance, with the Lord himte:r in the midſt of them, cou- 
fitted only of his choſen friends, and faithful folluwers ; 
aud that he purpoſely detected }udas, and put him away, 
that none elſe might be preſent on that ſolemn occation ? 
Zut if any think otherwiſe, let them remember that Judas 
was till then an unſuſpected diſciple of the Lord Jeſus, for 
when he ſaid, © One of you thall betray me,” tlie ſuipicion 
did not fall upon Judas; each one of them ſaid, Lord is 


John xiii. 30. | | 
＋ Luke xxii 19,-23, Matth. zxvi. 21,30. Mark xiv. 19,—25, 
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it I*?” A kia of intimation was given them reſpe&ing 
Judas, but they did not underſtand it then; for when Jeſus 
ſaid to him, “that thon doſt, do quickly; no man at the 
A eee what intent he ſpake this to him.“ Sup- 
poling therefore that Judas had communion with them in 
this ordinance, -it was not as a known hypocrite, but as a 
diſciple of Jeſus, whom they loved for the truth's ſake, 
Many other inſtances of the ſame kind might be men- 
tioned. Two perſons in the church at Jeruſalem, Ananias 
and bis wife Sapphira, at a time when the diſciples there, 
were peculiarly filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit, 


were guilty of a ſingular inſtance of diſſimulation, which 


brought upon them the inſtant vengeance of Almighty 


Godt. Simon Magus, ſoon after his being baptized' on 
the profeſſion of his faith, manifeſted himſelf to be * in 
the gall of bitterneſs, and in the bond of iniquity ||.” And 
many perſons in the firſt churches, ſome by their wicked 
conduct, and others by their apoſtacy from the faith, gave 


complete evidence that they had never known the grace of 


God in truth. But every one of them had originally pro- 


feſſed to repent and believe the Goſpel, and for a time 


walked under its influence. This 1s all that we can re- 
quire, if we act in conformity to the cemmandments of 


Jeſus Chrift, and the example of his Apoſtles. God alone 


can judge the heart, and we have nothing to regulate our 


judgment, but the confeſſion of the mouth, and a line of 


conduct ſuitable to the holy profeſſion of the. name of 


Chriſt. Tares which reſemble the wheat, muſt not be 


prematurely gathered up, ** leſt we root up alſo the wheat 
with them **.” The diſtinction therefore which takes place 
in the dle Kingdom of God in this world, is not between 
real believers, and thoſe who only appear to be ſuch ; but 
between the latter, and thoſe who, cither by an unſound 


profeſſion of the ſaith, or by their want of ſabjeQion to the 
F 3 3 3 


laws of Chriſt, do not appear to be real believers of the 
Goſpel. If we only underſtand what are the proper evi- 


* Math. xxvi. 22. T 1 Aiii. 27, 28. Acts v. 1.— 11. 
Ads viii. 18.—24. »* Math. xii. 29. 
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46nces of faith in Chriſt; if we admit that no man qught 
to be reckoned a Chriſtian, till he make a ſcriptural pro- 

feſſion of the faith, and be © taught by the grace of God, 
which hath appeared to all inen bringing ſal vation, to deny 
ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly, righ- 
teouſly, and godly in this prſenet werld*,” we will not be 
apt to err in this particular. The whole diſcipline of 
the churches, ought to be regulated by the principle that 
has juſt been mentioned. They cannot by any poſſible. 
means keep themſelves free of hypocrites, but they may 
avoid connection with all thoſe whom Chriſtians, judging 

according to the Word of God, can diſcern to be ſuch, 


24, THE law of Chriſt, however, makes a complete ſepa- 
ration in this reſpect, between legitimate profeſſors of the 
{aith, and thoſe who have nothing but the name and form. 
very one who has duly conſidered the doctrine of the 
New Teſtament on this ſubject, muſt be convinced, that 
Chriſtians ought not to have fellowſhip in the Lord's Sup- 
der with n unbelievers, or ſuch as are eaſily perceived 
by thoſe who follow the ſcriptural rule of judging, to be 
{{titute of true Chriſtianity ; though many, alas! who 
nave this conviction, find a variety of excuſes for acting in 
oppoſition to it. 

But Chriſtian communion does not conſiſt merely in a 
joint participation of the Lord's Supper. Believers of the 
Goſpel have alſo fellowſhip with one another in the ordi- 
nances of prayer and praiſe, which always accompany the 
preaching of the Word. Is it not therefore highly neceſ- 
ſary, that ſuch as enjoy the unſpeakable privilege of draw- 
ing ncar to God in prayer and thankſgiving, through the 
atonement of Chriſt, ſhould conſider what ſort of ſocieties 
they are, with which they join in theſe ordinances of di- 
vine worſhip? If there is no diſtinction among them, be- 
tween thoſe who are, and thoſe who are not accepted of . 
God in prayer; do not the diſciples of Chriſt who worthip 
in ſuch aſſemblies, join with unbelievers in that ſeryics 
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of the living God, which is peculiar to his own people? 
Not that J would plead for excluding men of any deſcrip. 
tion whatever, from the worſhipping aſſemblies of the 
people of God. All are welcome to hear the glad tiding; 
of ſalvation in the churches of Chriſt, and to witneſs the 
obſervation of every inſtitution of the kingdom of heaven, 
But it ought to appear, that there is a diſtinction made be- 
tween the church and the world, that ſome ſelect number 
of the perfons preſent are accounted members of it, and 
that none have communion with it, but thoſe who * keep 
the commandments of God, and the faith of Jeſus *.” I am 
fully perſuaded, that the diſciples of Chrift ought not to 
give countenance. to religious ſocieties of any other de. 
cription, nor to join in any part of their worſhip. All the 
Scriptures that have been brought to prove the obligation 
that lies upon them, to have no fellowſhip with unbeliev- 
ers, evidently carry to this extent their ſeparation from 
worldly men, and falſe profeſſors of the faith f.“ 


34. Ir is by no means the intention of any one thing 
that is affirmed, enjoined, or exemplified in the New Teſ- 
tament, concerning purity of communton, to feparate ths 
people of God from one enother. The perſons from whom 
the text obliges us to © turn away,” are thoſe alone who 
have a form of godlineſs, but deny the power thereof,” 
thoſe who diſhonour the Chriſtian profeſſion by a train of 
conduct altogether oppoſite to its purity, or who are mere 
nominal profeſſors of the Chriſtian faith. The command- 

ments which regulate the conduct of believers of che truth, 
in relation to one another, run uniformly in this ftram, 
« Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children, aud 
walk in love, as Chriſt alfo hath loved us.“ „Now! be- 
ſeech you brethren, by the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſl. 
that ye all ſpeak the ſame thing, and that there be no divi- 
ſions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in 
the ſame mind, and in the ſame judgment ||.” If there be 


® Rev. xiv. 12, | F 2 Cor. vi. 14, 17. J Epli. v. 1, 3- 
1] 1 Cor. i. 10. 
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therefore any conſolation in Chriſt, if any. comfort of love, 
if any fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies ; 
fulfil ye my joy, that ye be like minded, having the ſame 
love, being of one accord, of one mind, Oc.“ This uni- 
ty was predicted by the Prophet Jeremiah, © I will give 
them one heart, and one way, that they may fear me for 
ever.“ Ezekiel connects the ſame promiſe with the re- 
generating influences of the Spirit of Goff, © I will give 

chem one heart, and J will put a new ſpirit within you, 
and ] will take the ſtony heart out of their fleth, and will 
give them an heart of fleſh ; that they may walk in my ſta- 
tutes, and keep mine ordinances, and do them.“ And 
Iſaiah, when announcing, in animated and joyful ſtrains, 
the ſuture pnblication of the Goſpel of peace, and referring 
do that period, fays, © Thy watchmen ſhall lift up the 
voice, with the voice together ſhall they ſing, for they 
(hall ſee eye to eye, when the Lord ſhall bring again 
aon.“ Jeſus prayed, not only that a real inviſible u- 
nity might ſubſiſt among all his diſciples, but that it 
might appear to the world for their conviction. Neither 
pray 1 for theſe alone, but for them alſo who ſhall believe 
on me, through their word: that they all may be one, as 
thou Father art in me, and 1 in thee, that they alſo may be 
oue in us; that the world may believe that thou haſt ſent 
me**,” This unity was exemplified in the church at je- 
ruſalem, for the whole multitude of the diſciples: there, 
++ were of one heart and of one ſoulff.” It prevailed alſo 
in ſeveral of the other primitive churches: and when any 
thing oppokite to this appeared among them ; when they 
were either divided in affection, or in their ſentiments reſ- 
pecting the truth itſelf, and the conduct to which it leads, 
they were ſeverely cenſured by the Apoſtles of Chriſt t+. 
Farbe it from me, therefore, toſay any thing that would have 
the imalleſt tendency to diſturb that unity of heart and af. 


* Phil, ii. 1.6. fer. ni 30. } Ezek. xi. 19, 20. 
. Haigh lii. 7, 8. John xvii. 20.—24, ++ Ads iv. 32. 


7; I Cor. i. 11, 12, 13. and ili. 1,—1e. and iv. 6, 7, 8. and xi. 16.—23. 
or xi. 20, 21. Gal. v. 15, James iii. 1, 13. to the end. 
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ſection, or of faith and practice, which ought to ſubſiſt a. 
mong * all who in every place call upon the name of Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord.” 

I know, however, that it will be ſaid, with what juſtice 
will appear from a candid ſtate of the argument on beth 
ſides, that the direct tendency of all that I have inſiſted for, 


is to make ſchiſms and divifions, to alienate the affectious 
of the people of God from one another, and to crumble 
them into a variety of ſects and parties.“ I ſhall probably: 


be ſtigmatized as a leader of one of thoſe parties, an ene- 
my to catholic charity, and totally deſtitute of thoſe liberal 
and enlarged ſentiments, which diſtinguiſh 1 the true ſpirit 
of Chriſtianity from party prejudices, enthuſiaſtic zeal, and 
ignorant bigotry.“ Theſe accuſations are founded on the 
ſuppoſed impropriety of calling the people of God to fer. 
ſake religious ſocieties, in which it is confeſſed there are 
many unbelievers, becauſe in ſo doing, they would ſepa- 
rate from one adother ; ; and on the examples that are eve. 
ry where to be ſeen of numberleſs ſectaries, formed by 
thoſe who have diſſented from the * of their coun- 


try. 


turn away from thoſe who have a form of godlineſs, but 
deny the power thereof, we ſeparate not only from perſons 


of this deſcription, but from all the people of God who re- 


remain in connection with them: unleſs we ſhould homolo— 


gate the irrational conceit of ſome, who gravely affirm, 


while they are in full communion with perſons of all de- 
ſcriptions, that they have no Chri/ltan fellowſhip except 
with true believers of the Goſpel. For if they have a real, 
though inviſible fellowſhip, with all the children of God in 
heaven and on earth, ſo have we. We gre no more 
ſtrangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the ſaints, 
and of the houſehold of God“. We are come to Mount 
Zion, and to the city of the living God, the heayenly Jeru- 
ſalem, and to an innumerable compauy of angels, to the 
nn aſſembly and church of the firſt-born, which ate 

© + Aol ii. 9 e 


— 


It muſt be be bed that in obeying the call of God is 


dritten in heaven®,” . But, I ſpeak of outward vi/:ble fel- 


/o/hip, and this communion we certainly have, with all 


our felow-worlhippers in the congregation to which we 
belong, while we have it not with thoſe from whom we 
have ſeparated. : | 

Aſter this avowal, ſome will perhaps expect a fair ac- 
1.uowledgment, that we who have turned away from anti- 
chriſtian ſocieties, have no defire to be connected with ſuch 
ok the diſciples of Chriſt as we have left behind us; and 
that we entertain as great an averſion to them, as to the 
heterogenious bodies of profeſſing Chriſtians, of which they 


nothing in view, but to obey the commandments of Jeſus 
Chriſt, We have made no ſchiſm in the church of God, by 
.-aving thoſe ſocieties which are as full of envy, ſtrife, and 
diviſion, as any other political bodies of worldly men; and 
which, for theſe and other reaſons formerly mentioned, we 
do not conſider as Chriſtian churches. If the Word of God 
:ommands us to turn aſide from falſe profeſſors of Chriſti- 
anity, ought we to diſobey this precept, becauſe ſome of 
the genuine diſciples of Chriſt are among them? Will their 
tfobedience, proceeding in many caſes from ignorance of 
their duty, excuſe ours, which would be an open violation 
of what we certainly know to be the law of Chriſt f? Or, 
:3 it proper that our attachment to ſuch perſons, however 
well founded, ſhould lead us to diſregard the authority of 
God, and to act in oppoſition to his revealed willt? 

It is true, the things in which we differ from real Chriſ- 
bians of other denominations, are not in every view eſſen- 
tial to falvation, otherwiſe we could not admit the poſſibi- 
lity of their being real Chriſtians; but it is efſential to the 


n obey whatever they Enow to be his will, J cannot re- 
-oncile this principle with ſuch a coalition of all parties, as 
xemplified, otherwiſe than by ſuppoſing that theſe parties 


* Heb xii. 23,.33---.- + Luke xii. 47, 48. 
I Pal. xlv. 10, 11, Mat. x. 37, 28, 39. Gal. ii. 11. 
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are members. This is by no means the caſe. We have 


character of thoſe who fear God, that they ſhould conſcien- 


has been of late earneſtly recommended, and in ſome degree 
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have no real conſcientious objection againſt one another'y 
principles or practices; and particularly, that they are all 
agreed about the lawfulneſs of believers having fellowſhip 
with unbelievers*. If they are not thus agreed, how can 
they follow a practice oppoſite to their own conviction of 
what is made their indiſpenſable duty by the Word of God? 
Is it becauſe they reckon this a matter of ſmall import. 
ance? I ſhould rather think, it ought to be conſidered as 
one of the great and weightier matters of Chriſt's law. But 
in whatever light this, or any other of the divine com- 
mandments may be viewed, with reſpe@ to their compara- 


tive importance, and whatever allowance it may be necef. 


ſary to make for thofe who ignorantly diſobey them; we 


dare not ſuppoſe that any who know them, can neglect the 


leaft of them with impunity. All the peculiar laws of 
Chriſt's Kingdom, are reckoned of little or no conſequence, 


by multitudes of profeſſing Chriſtians; and thoſe who plead 


No reflection is intended againſt that which has lately occaſioned a 
junction of different parties. The deſign of propagating the Goſpel among 
the Heathen, nations, whether in a ſtate of rudeneſs and barbarity, or of 
civilization and refinement, will certainly be approved by every one, who 
knows the infinite importance of ſalvation from the wrath to come. The 
unanimity, zeal, and generovs exertions, which have appeared in this be- 
nevolent work, are highly commendable. Nor do I cenſure thoſe, who 


ſeem willing to put an end to the unmeaning diſtinctions, which formerly 


kept them at a Ciſtance from other parties. Love is amiable in all its 
forms; and when it proceeds in any reſpect on Chriſtian principles, i: muſt 
be gratifying to ell the lovers of Chriſt. My only deſign is, to ihew the 


evil of real Chrifjians joining with any religious party, which does not at- 


tend to divine ordinances in a ſlate of ſeparation from the world. If ther 
ezun party is of this kind, they are as much to blame for remaining in con. 
nection with it, as they can be for having fellowſhip with any other. It is 
my own opinion, that this is the preciſe footing on which the matter ſtands, 
and that, whatever diverſity of ſentiment there may be among the indivi- 
dual of whom the uniting parties are compoſed, there is in fact no mate- 
rial difference among them, conſidered as bodies, or diſtinct clafles of pra. 
feſſing Chriſtians. Some of themſelves however, think otherwiſe ; and, if 
it is their opinion, that their own communion is pure, and that it ought to 
he ſo, it remains with them to free themſelves from the inconſiſtency of 
giving countenance to other parties, which have no ſuch pretenſions. With 
perſons of the former claſs, I argue on their own principles. Thoſe of the 
Jatter, though in ſome reſpects more to blame, are yet more conſiſtent with. 
themſelves. | : 


on this account againſt ſubject ion to any one of them, evident- 


ly reſiſt his authority“. What would you think of a man, 


who on being hard preſſed about ſome duties plainly en- 
joined on the followers of Chriſt, ſhould argue in this man- 
ner againſt them? * Theſe things, I muſt own, are com- 
mandments of Jeſus Chriſt, but they are not the effentials 
of true religion; many have obtained ſalvation without 
knowing or obeying them; and they appear to me fo trif- 
ling and unimportant, that I am reſolved to live in the to- 
tal neglect of them.“ Yet arguments of this kind, if it is 


proper to call them arguments, by which the wiſdom of 


Chriſt is impeached, and his authority ſet at nought, are 
too frequently uſed by very ſerious profeſſors, though they 
may not always ſpeak ſo plainly. And it is chiefly be- 
-auſe we refuſe to tamper in this manner with the authori- 
ty of the King of Zion, that we are reckoned obſtinate, il- 
liberal, and ſchiſmatical. | 

Further, it is the duty of all who believe the Goſpel, 
to hearken to that commandment of God, which calls them 
out of aatichriſtian ſocieties. And if it were univerſally 
regarded by all thoſe perſons to whom it is addreſſed, ſepa- 


ration from the world in religious fellowſhip would not 


appear, as in fact it is not in its own nature, a meaſure 


which has any tendency to ſeparate the people of God from 
one another. On the contrary, they never can be proper- 
ly united, nor * ſtand faſt in one ſpirit, with one mind, 
ſtriving together for the faith of the Goſpel, and in nothing 
terrified by their adverſaries t,“ till they are“ ſeparated 
from all ſtrangers, and builded together“ in churches ** as 
habitations of God, through the Spirit.“ There is not 
any thing that I know, which ſo entirely defaces the viſible 
unity of Chriſt's diſciples, as the indiſcriminate mixture of 
believers with unbelievers, in the obſervation of Goſpel or- 
Unances: nor was it poſſible for Antichriſt himſelf, to have 
deviſed a more effectual mean of preventing their real uni- 


Mat. v. 19. James ii. 10. f Phil. i. 27, 28. + Neh. ix, 2. 
| Eph. ii, 22. 
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ty in heart and action, their ion: in the Faith, and 
their conformity to the Son of God. 

Could our accuſers juſtly blame us, though we ſhould 
now turn the challenge againſt them, and ſay, It is or 


that divide the people of God, by j joining in religious fel. 


lowſhip with worldly men, and refuſing to become viſibly 
one with the defpifed followers of Jeſus; who, amid& a 
great deal. of fin and imperſection, with to pay a facred re. 
gard to all his precepts. While you remain in your pre. 
ſent ſituation, you uncoufcioufly ſecond the efforts of the 
Man of Sin, to obliterate that grand diſtinction between the 
people of God and the world, which ſhines as a ſun-beam 
throughout the whole of the New Teſtament; and to dark- 
en the minds of men, with reſpe& to the nature of true 


Chriſtianity. Before you and we can be members of the 


ſame viſible church, either you muſt yield obedience to the 
Word of God, or we muſt act in direct oppoſition to it, 


with regard to all that it preſcribes concerning the rule of 


Chriſtian communion. This alternative impoſes no hard- 
ſhip on you, for it requires nothing of you, that is not de- 


manded by the law of Chriſt, whom you profeſs to ſerve, 


But what an intolerable burden does it lay upon us! Is it 
your own opinion, that we would act conſcientiouſly in ſub⸗ 
mitting to it? Surely not. Judge then, on which fide the 
guilt of this ſeparation les.” 8 

It is undeniably true, alfo, that among thoſe who have 


ſeparated from national churches, there is a vaſt variety of 


parties; ſome of which are not a great deal more ſcrupu— 
lous about the purity of their commuaion than national 
churches are, while others of them hold the moſt danger- 
ous errors reſpecting the faith; denying the doctrine of the 
Scriptures concerning the perſon and atonement of the Son ot 
God, and almoit every thing that is important in the Goſ- 
pel. It will be a matter of deep regret to all who with the 
proſperity of the Redecmer's kingdom, that there ſhould 
be any parties in the world but two, THEY WHO ARE OF 


Gon, and bey who are of this « world *. But will any ſeri- 
1 ſohn iu. 4, £6. and ©. £9. | 
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* 


Ius Chriſtian venture to affirm, that the great diverſity of 
opinion and practice which obtains among various claſſes of 
dilenters, is the neceſſary conſequence of withdrawing, if 
they have withdrawn from fellowſhip with unbelievers ? 
Surely obedience to an expreſs commandment of the Lord 
leſus Chriſt, cannot be a mean of ſcattering and dividing 
nis ſheep ; for all his laws, as well as his do&rine, have a 
direct oppoſite tendency. A due attention to this law pro- 
duced the moſt ſalutary conſequences in the primitive 

churches 3 many of the evils which took place among them 
aroſe from the neglect of it; and the ſame cauſes will in- 
fallibly at this day produce the fame effects. The corrup- 
tion of human nature, the temptations of Satan, and the 

zufluence of the Man of Sin, who hath his diſciples even a- 

mong thoſe who have ſeparated from national churches, 
are ſufficient to account for all the diviſions and animoſities 
that prevail amongſt profeſling Chriſtians. 

The queſtion then muſt neceſſarily come to this iſſue. 
By which party is the rule of the Word of God ſtrictly and 
conſcientiouſly regarded? Do you lee any congregations of 
Chriſtians, proſeſſing the genuine faith of the Goſpel, and 
Illowing the approved example of the churches that were 
pianted by the Apollles of Chriſt? Of them only it can be 
zuſtly affirmed, that they avoid all ſuch meaſures as are 
truly {chiſmatical, and yuliy appear to belong to that great and 
nonourable party, THE WEOLEZ FAMILY OF GOD IN HEAVEN 
AND EARTH“. For though the order of churches, and a 


icrupulous attention to all the poſitive laws of Chriſt, which 


nave nothing to recommend them but his authority, do not 
gonſtitute the eYeniials of true religion; yet they form a 
-enfiderable part of the evidence of genuine Chriſtianity, or 
that which diſtinguiſhes the followers of Chritt from the 
world, Every perſon indeed, who is not ſelf condemned 
with reſpect to his religious fellow ſhip, will be partial to 
uis own party, and reckon it ſuperior to any other. But 
ill, among all the various opitions that prevail in rela- 
tion to this ſubject, there is a pecilbility of diſcerning be- 


22 Eph. li, 15. 
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tween truth and falſehood. The former may with certain. 1 
ty be aſcertained, and the latter detected by the Word of © 

J God. * To the law and to the teſtimony. If they ſpeak 01 
| not according to this . it is becauſe there is no light th 
mT | el 
The charge of narrow mindedneſs and bigotry, cannot -( 
with juſtice be brought againſt thoſe who do not value . 
themſel ves on any thing that may be reckoned, by other pro- di 
feſſors, the badre of a party, if it is not ſuch a thing as = to 
ougat, to diſtinguich all the followers of Chriſt from the de 
world. We fincerely wiſh, and pray for the ſalvation of 0 
all men; and feel ourſelves bound by the law of Chriſt, to th 

| ſerve them, both in their temporal and ſpiritual intereſts, th 
as we have opportunity, We utterly abhor all perſecution I 
for conſcience fake, on any pretext whatever ; aud are ſo tr 
decidedly fixed in our principles againſt violence in the . of 
cauſe of religion, that if any law were enjoined upon us, ſtr 
which our conviction of duty to God would not ſuffer us be 
to obey, and if redreſs were not to be obtained by peace- 8 
able remonſtrances, our only alternative would be to ſub- he; 
mit to puniſhment, or to flee from the impending danger. ſir; 
We do not burden the conſciences of the people of God the 
with ſtandards deviſed by human wiſdom, and enforced by MF 
human authority; being fully perſuaded, that“ all Scrip- MF **© 
ture is written by inſpiration of God, and is profitable for : 
doQrine, ſor reproof, for correction, for initru&jon in per 
righteouſneſs; that the man of God may be perfet, on 


4 thoroughly furniſhed unto all good worksi.” And we 
| impoſe upon them no terms of communion, except thofe 
which are clearly and uralterably fixed by the Word of 
God. While we condemn as antichriſtian all religious ; ſo- i 
cieties, in which no proper diſtinction is made between be- t! 
Levers and unbelievers; we readily acknowledge that the 
Gopfel is preached by ſome of their teachers, that many 
individuals among them are the children of God, and that 
ſuch are mercifully preſerved 1 in this perilous ſituation, 


— 
.* 


* iſalah viii. 20. + 1 Vet. ii. 19, 20, 2t, Mat, v. 38.— 42. and x. 23. 
t 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. See Appendix No. 2. 
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and nouriſhed by the Word of God, notwithitandiog the 
countenance which they give to the profanation of divine 
ardinances. We love them ſo far as they appear to be of 
the truth, and are willing to have ſocial intercourſe with 
them in every thing that is not inconſiſtent with our duty to 
Chriſt. If we muſt be accounted illiberal becauſe we will not 
in, J hope it ſhall be our endeavour, through the ſtrength of 
livine grace, to bear this reproach with patience, and even 
to eſteem it our honour ; for we know that,: in far more 
degrading circumſtances, the ſervants of God have re- 
joiced that they were counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame for 
the name of Jeſus*.” We are perſuaded however, that 
the moſt eomplete ſeparation from unbelievers, in obſerv- 
ing the ordinances of the Goſpel, is conſiſtent with the 
trueſt liberality of ſentiment, and the greateſt enlargement 
of heart; for Paul introduces in this manner, one of the 
ſtrongeſt prohibitions againſt having fellowſhip with un- 
believers, that is to be found in all the New Teſtament, 
© 0) re Corinthians, our mouth is open unto you, our 
heart 13 enlarged ; ye are not ſtraitened in us, but ye are 
ilraitened in your own bowels. Now for a recompence in 
te fame, (I ſpeak as unto my children,) be ye alſo en- 
larged. Be ye not unequally yoked together with un- 
be! deen Se.. | | 

Without enlarging further on what may be deemed a 
perſonal jailification, though it proceeds not ſolely from 
dat motive; 1 appeal to the Sacred Oracles. By them let 


all our doctrine be fairly tried. and by their deciſion let us 
tand or fall. 


2 
— 


1 4 


REQUEST your attention to a few practical obſer- 


39 


we ought to confi the ſulfilmerit of 
* propreties reſpeRing thoſe perilous times which were 
me in the laſt days, as 2 myſt convincing evidence of 
ek divine revelation, From theſe propheſics 
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there was reaſon to expect a falle proſeſion of the name of 
Cbriſt in the world; that it would ſpread very extenſively, 
and continue during the long period of twelve hundred and 
ſixty years, under the cvil auſpices of a wicked Power, de- 
NOmINare: laue Feaſt, or the eight head of Daniel's fourth beaſt, 
In one of Daniel's viſiors, he ſaw four great beaſts, repre. 
ſenting four mighty ſucceſſive empires, which were found. 
ed by the Babylonians or Chaldeans, the Medes and Perſians, 
the Grecians, and the Romans. The laſt of theſe beaſts had 
ten horas, ſignify ing the ten kingdoms into which the Roman 
Empire was afterwards divided.“ And among them another 
little horn came up, before whom there were three of the 
firſt horns pluckeu up by the roots: and in this horn were 
eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth ſpeaking great 
things. His look was more {out than his feliows+.” This 
s explained by John's viſion of © a ſcarlet coloured beaſt, 
full of names of blaſphemy, having ſeven heads and ten 
horns, on which a woman ſat, having upon her forehezd : 
name writen, Myſtery, Eabylon the great, the mother of 
herlots, and abominations of the earth F,” The ſame thing 
__Avidently ep: © ſerted by the beaſt which John ſaw, and 
dorch beaſt. Each of them bad ten horns, and 
the eight head of the beaſt deſcribed by John, anſwers to 
the little hora mentioned by Daniel. That the empire of 
Rome was intended, is perfectly clear from its being the 
fourth and laſt of thoſe univerfal monarchies which are deſ- 
cribed by Daniel, from all that is affirmed of it in this and 
his other viſtons, from the explanation given of theſe in 
the Revelation of John. and particularly from his pointed 
and minute deſcription of the ſeat or throne of this mon- 
ſtrous power, It was a city built on © ſeven mountains, 
se that great city which reigned over the Kings of the earth; 
none of which things _ then be affirmed of any city 
in the world but Rome. The {ame Power which is repreſent- 
ed in theſe and other propheſies, by the figure of a devyour- 
ing beaſt, exerciſing his tremendous authority in behalf 0: 


* Dan. xii. 7. Rev. xi. 3. 3d xii. 6, 14. + Dan. vii. 7, 8, 2 
$ Rev. wii. [| Rev. xvii. 9, 18. 
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nabylon the great, the mother of harlots, and putting to 


death all who refuſed to worſhip him, is elſewhere deno- 
nated Antichriſt, the Man of Sin, and the Son of Per- 
lition. By him the myſtery of iniquity, which forms a 
[locking contraſt to THE MYSTERY OF GODLINESS, Was 
brought to its maturity and perfection“ 

The Whole hiſtory of the profeſſion of Chriſtianity for 
many ages paſt, and particularly from the time of the de- 
Hruction of the Roman Empire, ſoon after which the Man 
of Sin was revealed,“ or fully manifeſted in all his defor- 
mity, is an exact fulfilment of theſe propheſies; ſome of 
which deſcribe his exaltation and triumph; and others of 
them, ais gradual downfal, with the circumſtanees at- 
tending it, and the means by which it was to be accom- 
Dliſhed. No human fagacity could poſſibly have foreſeen 
a train of ſuch wonderful events, extending to diſtant ages, 
and involving the ſubjection of many kingdoms to an u- 
turped ſpiritual Power, which was to maintain its aſcen- 
de ney for a rauch longer period than the duration of any 
other univerſal M lonarchy that had exiſted in the world; 
and by. means entirely different, in ſome reſpe&s, from 
thoſe which had been formerly employed for the purpoſe 
of jubduing and enflaving mankind, The proſpect of theſe 
things filled the Apoſtle John himſelf with the higheſt 
altoniſuent. Speaki: 2g of the ſalſe church, he ſays, © I 
ſaw the woman drunken with the blood of the ſaints, and 
with the blood of the martyrs of Jeſus: and when I ſaw her, 
I wondered avith great admiration,” or aſtoniſhment. We 
ſee alſſ at this day, many of tncfe propheſies fulfilled before 
our eyes, The Lan of Sin conſumed in a great meaſure 
by the Spirit of the Lord's mouth, yet maintaining ſtill a 
high degree of authority in ſeveral of the kingdoms of 
Europe; av 1s influence in ſome meaſure, either direct- 
ly or indirectly felt thr out the whole of them, as hath 
been already thown. Bla in order to obtain thei cunfir- 
mation of our faith which the accompliſhment of theſe pre- 
Ut: ons ought to produce, it is neceſſary to form a juſt eſ- 


* 1 A . 6 . . 
7 John ii. 18, 22. and iv. 3. 2 Theſf. l 3. + Nev xvil. 6. 
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timate of the profeſſion of Chriſtianity which now generally 


| obtains. To thoſe who eſteem it real Chriſtianity, there can 


be nothing more ſtumbling ; for all the wickedneſs that ever 
man committed, has been perpetrated by multitudes Who 
aſſumed the Chriſtian name. Whereas, if we admit that 
they were Chriflians only by profeffion, then Chriſtianity 


nas nothing to do with their crimes, any further than as 


its divine origin is proved by their accompliſhing the pro- 
phetic Scriptures. In proportion as men profeſſing godli. 
neſs, have ſold themſelves to commit iniquity, in the ſame 
proportion has the Word of God been fulfilled. + 

What a ſtriking thing is it, that our faith ſhould be 
ſtrengthened by a ſurvey of the moſt melancholy ſcenes 
that ever took place in the world! Events which ſeemed 


to threaten the final overthrow of the Goſpel itſelf, and the 


tota] extirpation from the earth, of all its genuine be- 
levers : 

It would be a happy thing, if profeſüng Chriſtians were 
difpoſed to conſider, rather in a religious than in a political 
light, all thoſe calamities which ariſe from the diſputes of 
contending parties, about worldly power and pre-eminence 
in particular countries; and the more extenſive ſcenes of 
human miſery in all its forms, that flow from * nation ri- 


ling againſt nation, and kingdom againſt kingdom.” By all 


theſe events the Word of God will be fulfilled, and they 
will fnally iſſue in the complete deſtruction of the Man of 
Din, and the untverfal proſperity of the Redeemer's king- 
dom. What is the dnt}, in the mean time, of thoſe who 
Delieve the Goipel? Nut lureiy to become parties in a vio— 


ent fHruggle to ſecule, or to obtain the riches, honours, 


Sud pieafures of this lite; nor, on any pretext whatever, 


To real © the powers chat are.” It is a dangerous thing 
to intermix religion with politics: thoſe who ate much en- 
grolled with the latter, will not in general continue long to 
regard the former; for che two purluits are as incompa- 
ble as ſerving God and mammon II it is true, as I think 
dus been proved, that the Eingdom of C hriſt cannot be pro- 


znotęd by any of thoſe means which are en ;ployed in eſt». 


me 
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ly no juſt pretence for being engaged in keen political diſ- 
putes, on the ſcore of religion. Nay, I will venture to af- 
firm, that in proportion as you yield to temptations of this 
kind, your. conduct will become a diſgrace to your profeſ- 
fon. The law of Chriſt, in the ſame peremptory manner, 
prohibits his diſciples from aſſerting their civil r:ghts by 


any violent and forcible means; fer it requires them to be 


ſubje& to kings and rulers, in every country where their 
lot is caſt, without any refpect to the nature of the govern- 
ments under which they live, or the propriety or impra- 
priety: of the meaſures that may be purſued by the civil 
powers“. The Chriſtians at Rome, who inhabited the ve- 
ry centre of deſpotiſm, who had certainly juſt grounds of 


complaint agaiult their ſupreme ruler, the cruel tyrant Nero, | 


and who had been deprived of their ancient conſtitution and 
liberties in an arbitrary and lawleſs manner, were, never. 
theleſs, commanded in the moſt expreſs terms, © every 


_ foul” of them, to “ be ſabjeCt to the higher powers ;“ and 


the unlawfulneſs of reſittauce on the part of Chriſtians, is 
put beyond all doubt by theſe words, addrefied to the ſame 
pertons ; 5 WWheſoever therefore refiſteth the power, re- 
fiiteth the ordinance of God, aid they that reſiſt ſhall re- 


celve to themfelves damnation,” or rather judgment. I wilt 


not lay that you have ho gricrarces; but whatever theſe may 
be, you mult be {crfible they are not to be named, in compa- 
11100 with thefe which the firſt Chriſtians endured, and that 
many bletings are fecured to you by the mild and ** 
ous laws of your country, for which they depended on th 

will of an arbitrary monarch. The obligation therefore, to 


lubmit yourſelves to every ordinance of man for the 


Lord's fake, muſt be at iealt equally binding on you, as 
it was on them; aud you will cally percerve that no man 
can attempt to ihew the oppolite, without plainly contra- 
dicting the Word of God, either from ignorance of its 
meaning, or from a defire to prevent it. Beiides a great 


23 * 0 d ce. © LE. 
h Mat. xXii, 21, 1 Tim. i. 1, 2. Tit. iii. 1, . 1 Pet. ii 10. 
; Nom. xIii. 1.8. + Verſe 3. E et. 21. 12.—18. 


bliſhing and defending 3 kingdoms, there is evident- 
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variety of exhortations which are given to Chriſtians, with 
reſpect to all the other relative duties, thoſe which we owe 
to our civil governors, are inculcated in the New Teſt. 
ment, in no lefs than ſeven different places, in ſome ot 
which, they are dwelt upon at greater length than any 
thing elſe of the kind, except the duties which ſervants owe 
to their maſters. There is ſomething, I doubt not, in hu- 
man nature, which made this neceflary in both caſes ; and 
as there is no want of evidence at the preſent day of the 
truth of what I now affirm, it is ſo much the more incum- 
bent on you to give an example in your conduct, of that 
due ſubordination which the Word of God inculcates. 


2d. ENOUGH has been ſaid to convince you of the necel. 
lity of attending to the Word of God, and refuſing impli- 
cit ſubjection to any ſet of men in matters of religion. What 
immenſe numbers of the human race have accompliſhed 
their own deſtruction, by following their ſpiritual guides 
They have in many inſtances been * blind, leaders of the 
blind; and both have fallen into the ditch ©.” It is not 
ſafe even to follow in all reſpe&s thoſe who are reckoned 
eminent, or who in former times may have been eminent 
for their faith and holineſs. The beſt men are liable to err, 
and you ouglt never to ſuppoſe that any ſentiment mul: 
be right, or that any thing 1s a duty, merely becauſe the 
one was held, and the other practiſed, by eminent ſaints, 
or great divines. The antiquity of certain principles and 
practices, is no recommendation to them, unleſs you can 
trace them back to the days of the Apoſtles, and clearly e- 
ſtabliſn them from the doQrine which they taught, and the 
conduct which they approved. It would ſave a great dea! 
of trouble, and prevent the danger of falling into many er- 
rors, if people, inſtead of ſearching the works of the pri- 
mitive fathers, in order to ſanction their ſyſtems of divi- 
nity, would apply at once to the New Teſtament ; which, 
beſides being divinely inſpired, has a higher claim to anti- 
quity, and is more ſimple, and eaſy to be underſtood. | | 


Mat . 
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do not queſtion that ſome things recorded in the New Teſ- 
tament, may be illuſtrated and confirmed by the writings 
of thoſe who lived near the time of the Apoſtles; but what- 
ever is found in the latter, and not in the former, muſt go 
for nothing, in the opinion of all thoſe who tremble at the 
Word of God. FOO | . 

From any accounts that have been tranſmitted to us of the 
times immediately after the Apoſtles, there is no great rea- 
fon to boaſt of their purity. The churches ſoon began to 
depart from the original ſimplicity of the inſtitutions of 
Chriſt, and gave many proofs both of ſuperſtition and ſelf- 
righceonſneſs. They ſuffered their-teachers to aſſume a de- 
cree of power and pre-eminence, totally inconſiſtent with hu- 
mility and ſelf-denial, which ſo well become the followers 
erf Chriſt, They raiſed the elders of churches to the dig- 
nitics of dioceſan and metropolitan biſhops ; and thus pre- 
pared the way for that fatal dominion of the clergy, which 
enabled them to enflave and perſecute the people of God, 
and almoſt to annihilate the true profeſſion of the name of 
Chriſt in the world. - They introduced philoſophy into the 
Chriſtian ſyſtem, and darkened the ſimple revelation of the 
Goſpel by the wiſdom of the ſchools. It does not appear 
:owever, that the firſt churches had in general many wick- 
ed characters among them, till long after the time of the 
Apoſtles. On the contrary, they frequently went beyond 
the rule of the Word of God, in delaying to admit new 
<onverts, as well as perſons who had been excommunicated, 
and who ſeemed deeply to repent of their wicked conduct. 
ihis again aroſe from their having corrupted the doctrine 
vi the Goſpel. They were not ſufficiently aware, that they 
ticmfelves could only live by free and ſovereign mercy, 
and therefore they refuſed to have compaſſion on their fel- 
iow fianers, : | 

Tre, more we examine the writings of men, and the prac- 
tice of churches, the more will we ſce the abſolute neceſ- 
ity of regulating our own ſentiments and conduct by the 
word of God alone. We ought not even to follow, in all 
ſhects, the example of thoſe churches, whoſe hiſtory is 
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recorded by inſpired men; for they give us a faithful ae. 
count of their crimes, as well as their virtues. And if it 
is neceſſary to obſerve what parts of their conduct were ap- 
proved, and correſponded with the doctrine of the Apoſtles, 
before we can be warranted to follow them; it muſt be {till 


and practice of the moſt eminent fathers, and the moſt an. 
cient and renowned churches, Indeed, if this ſentiment 
had not prevailed at the time of THE REFORMATION, the 
world would ſtill have been ſunk in Popith darkneſs, ſu- 
perſtition, and idolatry. It is only to be regretted, that 
THE REFORMERS, great and beneficial as their labours were, 
did not conſiſtently adhere to- it in all reſpects: for they alſo 


pleaded the authority of the fathers, and eſtabliſhed human, 


ſtandards of Chriſtian faith and practice. 


3d. I wouLD exhort you, my brethren, who know the 
nature of Meſſiah's kingdom, who have been delivered from 


antichriſtian deluſions, and made partakers of thoſe privi- 


leges which were enjoyed by the firſt churches, to retain a 
deep ſenſe of the evils you have eſcaped, and the bleſſings 
which you now enjoy. Shew this, by keeping at a diſtance 
from every thing that would endanger your returning, 
even in your hearts, to Babylon. Touch not the unclean 
thing ;? and remember, that with this the Lord connect: 


theſe comfortable words, I will receive you, and will be 


a father unto you, Wc.” 

Conſider alſo, I beſeech you, how much reaſon you have 
to regret the miſimprovement or abuſe of privileges. Have 
you been all this while © growing in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt?“ Have 
you ſufficiently made it to appear, that you were not barren 
nor unfruitſul in this excellent knowledge, by its produ- 
cing in your hearts and lives, all thoſe praQical effects which 
are attributed to it in the Word of God? Are none of you 
become lukewarm, indifferent about the awfully important 
concerns of eternity, and inſenſible to thoſe benefits which 
you might obtain, by attending to the ordinances with that 


more neceſſary to compare with the ſame rule, the doftrine 


THIRD DISCOURSE. 73 


fervency of ſoul which becomes redeemed ſinners? We are 
more free from groſs and ſcandalous fins, from dangerous 
errors in doctrine, and from outward irregularities in con- 


ducting our worſhip, than ſome of the firſt churches were. 


But alas! we come far ſhort of them, in the enjoyment that 
many of them had of the love of God, and the hope of eter- 
nal life, in their ſelf-denial, and mortification to this world, 
their fervent love one to another, their humility, meekneſs, 
and patience under ſufferings*. While they were © in hea- 
vineſs through manifold trials, they rejoiced” in the pro- 
ſpect of the heavenly inheritance, “with joy unſpeakable, 
and full of glory.” Our ſeparation from the world, there- 
fore, though it 18 both a privilege and a duty, furniſhes us 
with no pretext for glorying over other men. It is a moſt 
humbling conſideration, that we have been ſeparated to ſo 
little purpoſe ; and ought, I am perſuaded, to lead every 
one of us to deep repentance. Perhaps, it cannot be ſaid 
with truth, that all of you are as much exerciſed to godli- 
neſs, in every reſpect, as many of thoſe whoſe ignorance 
you profets to pity. Will not this provoke you to emula- 
tion? Are you not aſhamed to give to the world around 
you, ſach a mean and unworthy example of the influence of 
thote ſublime principles which you profeſs to hold? 
Beware of treating with indignity and contempt, thoſe 


who may differ from you about the things of which I have 


been ſpeaking ; eſpecially when you have any reaſon to 
tink that they are taught of God to know the truth as it 


is in Jeſus. Inſtruct them with meekneſs, as they are able 


to hear it; admoniſh them with tenderaeſs and affection; 
and make it evident by the whole of your deportment, that 
you have nothing in view but the good of their ſouls. At 
the ſame time, yield none of the ſayings of Chriſt to their 
prejudices, or averſion: maintain with unſhaken firmaeſs, 
and 11 its own due place, every thing that you have learn- 
ed from the word of God. Even when ow proper occaſions 


Theſe oppofite things are affirmed af different perſons. Dangerous er- 


vors in Gottrine, and. irvalging in groſs fins, are totally incompatible with 


8 | . % ; ö 
: © enzoyment of the love ot Goa, and the hope of eternal life, 
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you repreſent the extevmes wickedneſs of a falſe and cor. 


rupt profeſſion of Chriftianity, of which it is our duty to 


ſpeak, when called to it, with the utmoſt plainneſs; avoid 


every indiſcreet and abuſive manner of ſpeech ; and imi- 


tate, in all your expreſſions, the ſerious, ſolemn, and dig. 


nified language of the Word of God. 


4th. 1 SHAil, now uſe the Rades to addreſs myſelf to 
you who believe the (Goſpel, and enjoy peace with God 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; but have not yet turned 
away from outward nominal profeſſors, nor connected your- 


ſelves with the churches of the ſaints. You have heard 


ſome account of ihe perils of the latter days, and the obli- 
gations you are under, as having received mercy, to be 
cloſely united with your brethren in Chriſt Jeſus, and to 
acknowledge uone as ſuch, but thoſe who “ are of the truth, 
and hear (hriſt's voice.” You will judge of the truth or 
falſehood of all that l have ſpoken : I prefume not to dic- 
tate to your conſciences. But remember, that whatever 
judgment you now form, you will be accountable for it at 
the jacgmeu.t ſeat of Jeſus Chriſt, You are in danger of 
being led aſide by the error of the wicked, by the preju— 
Giees ariſing from education and habit, by reſpect for the 
opinions of theſe whom you have been taught to venerate, 
and by che fear of reproach, which they who make a ſin- 
gular pꝛofeſſion of the name of Chriſt have reaſon to ex- 
pe. You have need thereſore, to examine the Word of 
God with much care and diligence, and to pray earneſtly 
for his enlightening Spirit, that you may be led into all 
truth, and made willing to yield obedience to that which 
you already know. 


Give no ear to that principle which many have eſpouſed, 


_ © That a number of the laws which Jeſus Chrift hath given 
to his churches, are of little or no conſequence ; that we 
may be very good Chriſtians without obeying them; and 
that, in order to our having fellowſhip with all the people 
ol God, of whatever denomination, it is neceſſary and pro- 


per that we ſhould a@ in oppoſition to ſome things, which 
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we acknowledge are the commandments of the Lord.“ One 
would think the mere ſtating of this principle, would be 
inficient to render it odious in the eyes of all who fear God. 
Come things undoubtedly, in diſtinction from others, are 
„the great and weightier matters of the law.” But does 
not Jeſus ſay, with reſpect to BorH, theſe ought ye to 
have done, and not to leave the other undone*?” And on 


another occaſion he ſays, * whoſoever ſhall break one of 


theſe leaf? commandments, and ſhall teach men ſo, he ſhall be 
called the leaſt in the kingdom of heaven f.“ When re- 
_ commending, by his own example, one of thoſe ſpe: of 
brotherly love, which, though it ſhould he neceſſary on 
particular occaſions, ſome would conſider as trifling, and o- 


thers as degrading, he alſo fays, ** if ye know theſe things, 
hippy are ye if ye do them f.“ No divine commandment 


oughit to be reckoned of ſmall importance, though ſome, in 


coinpariſon with others, may be called the leaſt. Nor is 


there aay Chriſtian principle more Flearly eſtabliſhed than 


this, that the diſciples of Chriſt are bound to do all things | 
whatſoever he hath commanded them. * Whoſoever ſhall 
becp the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is 


guilty of all,” becauſe he reſiſts the authority of THE GREAT 
AND ONLY LAWGIVER, *©* who is able to fave, and to de- 
x troy .“ . | | 

When we read of the diſobedience of the firſt man, we 
tee nothing more than a tranſgreſſion, exactly ſimiliar to 
thoſe which are avowed by many ſerious profeſſing Chriſti- 
aus. hat immorality was there in eating the forbidden 
fruit? None ſurely, except what aroſe from the divine 
prohibition, Yet this law was enforced by an awful ſanc- 
tion, «In the day that thou eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely 
die.“ The ſentence was executed: all men die; all de- 


rive a corrupt nature from apoſtate Adam; and, on account 
„their own fins, are expoſed to everlaſting puniſhment. I 


2m not ſpeaking to infidels, who would ſcoff at theſe things: 


knory that you believe them. This fignal diſplay of the 


* Mat. xxii. 23. + Mar. v. 19. + John xiii, 12.18. 
[| James ii. 10. and iv. 12, . - 00 Gen. i 10; 37, 
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Divine vengeance againſt what ſome call a trivial offence, 


. ought therefore to deter you from hearkening to the lie 


* 79 


of Satan, who ſays, Ye ſhall not ſurely die. 


Perhaps ſome of you may plead, that you are bound, in 


the judgment of charity, to conſider the perſons with whom 
you walk in the fellowſhip of the Goſpel, as real Chriſ. 
tians ; or at leaſt, that though many of them give little evi. 
dence of this by their conduct, yet you are not warranted 
poſitively to judge them as unbelievers. It is difficult to 
| reaſon on a matter of this kind, with thoſe who have no 
fixed ſentiments about the proper evidences of genuine 
_ Chriſtianity, I am far from wiſhing you to form a harſh 
and unwarrantable judgment. But ſurely thoſe things which 
diſtinguiſh believers from unbelievers, are not all of a ne- 


gative kind. Real Chriſtians muſt be expected to give 


ſome politive evidences of their faith in Chriſt. They will 


ſnew by their converſation, that they underſtand and love 
the Goſpel; they will conſcientiouſly perform every moral 


duty, and alſo keep thoſe ſayings of Chriſt which have no- 
thing to recommend them but his authority, ſo far as they 
are inſtructed in che knowledge of them. They will in a 
particular manner attend to the duties of brotherly love, 
by which the diſciples of Chriſt are known to one another, 
and to all ment.” Well then, are all the perſons with 
whom you walk in religious ſellowſhip of this deſcription? 
Can you ſay in truth and firicerity, whether you belong to 
the national church, or to others which are ſimilar in their 


conſtitution, and have adopted her ſtandards, that the 
churches of which you are n. zmbers are in God the Fa- 


ther, and in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt;“ and that it is proper 
to denominate them '* habitations of God through the Spi- 
rit, the 1 cnipics of the living God?“ Do you really be- 
heve, that the individuals of which they are compoſed are 
e beloved e Goa, called to be ſaints, faithful brethren in 
Clr:1t Jeſus,” ard thote who are © called by God the Fa- 


* Ger. 111. A T John xili. . 35. 1 Theſſ. 1 J. 3, 4 
+ 1 Theſſ. 1. 1. Eph. ii. 22. 2 Cor. vi. 16. 1 Cor. iii. 16, 17. 
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mer to the fellowſhip of his Son Jeſus Cheiftour Lr 
If they are not entitled to theſe appellations, in what re- 
ſpects do they reſemble the primitive churches, which were 


thus deſcribed? And if they are quite a different kind of 


churches, how can you think it a duty incumbent on you 
to continue in their communion ? 


It has been admitted that the people of God are in that 


Babylon, which is the antitype of the ancient city of this 
name, in which the children of Iſrael were held in capti- 
vity. They are in the great city itſelf, and in all her diſ- 
tant provinces, which in a greater or leſs degree imitate 


her iniquitous conduct. But, I beſeech you to obſerve, 


that the word of God does not promiſe them perfe& ſafety 
and conſolation there. The ancient people of God, when they 
dwelt in the capital of Chaldea, and in ſome of its provin- 
ces, felt themſelves in bondage, and had no happineſs or 
comfort, but in the proſpect of returning to Zion. © They 
ſat down by the rivers of Babylon; they wept when they 
remembered Zion; they hanged their harps upon the wil- 


10ws ;” and, in anſwer to the inſulting demands of their e- 


nemtes, they fad. how ſhall we fing the Lord's ſong in a 
ſtrange land? If I forget thee, O Jeruſalem, let my right 
hand forget her cunning. If I do not remember thee, let 


my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth; if I prefer not 


Jeruſalem above my chief joy f.“ I doubt not you have 
okten had feelings of the ſame kind, though you might not 
lo perfectly know the cauſe of your bondage and diſtreſs. 
Can you expect peace or ſecurity, while you are at a diſ- 
tance from your Father's houſe, and captives in a foreign 
land? But, which is {till worſe, you are willing captives, 
and refuſe to be ſet at liberty. The Lord hath broken 
that Power which kept his people in ſpiritual bondage. 
He hath “ appeared in his glory, building up Zion, hear- 
ing the prayer of the deſtitute, and not deſpiſing their 
prayer f.“ But while he is“ turning again the captivity 


of Zion, you are like them that dream{.” You can ſcarce- 


* Rom, i. 7. 1 Cor i. 2, 9. Col. i. 2. | | + Pfal. cxxxvii. 1,7, 
t Pal, cii. 16, 17, 18. $ Pſal. cxxvi. 1. 
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ly believe that there is any reality in what you ſee: Four 
minds are full of darkneſs and confufion, and you know not 
where to turn yourſelves for comfort and relief. In the 
mean time, the voice from heaven which calls you to make 
your eſcape, waxes louder and louder; and providence 
concurs with the prophetic Scriptures, in warning you that 
the time draws nigh, when another voice ſhall be heard, 

ſaying, © Babylon the great is fallen“! % ' You have now 
many opportunities of knowing your duty, beyond thoſe 
who lived in former ages, when the Man of Sin was in the 
zenith of his power. What excuſe then can you plead for 
living in a ſtate of carnal ſeeurity, and liftleſs inactivity, a- 
midſt thoſe great and imminent dangers to which you are 

expoſed? I am perſuaded, that when the final deſtruction 
of Babylon comes, the Lord's people will be kept in ſafety, 
not by being preſerved there, but by their hearing his 
voice, and being delivered from all connection with anti- 
chriſtian ſocieties. It was in this manner that the diſ- 
ciples of Chriſt were ſaved from that deſtruction which 
came upon the city of Jeruſalem: they made their eſcape 
from it, in the faith of what our Lord had propheſied, and 
in obedience to his expreſs commandment f.“ 

If you will not be moved by theſe terrors of the Lord, 
allow me to befeech you by his mercies. Do you really 
enjoy the forgiveneſs of fin, through the. atonement of the 
Son of God? Hath ** the God and Father of our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, according to his abundant mercy, begotten you 
again to a lively hope, by the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt 
from the dead ?” And will you diſregard any thing that 
he hath {poken? Ought not“ the love of Chriſt to con- 
ſtrain you, becauſe you thus judge, that if one died for all, 
then were all dead; and that he died for all, that they who 
live, ſhould not henceforth live unto themſelves, but unto 
him who died for them, and roſe again}? Are you not 
convinced in you own minds, that it is none of the effects 
of genuine and fervent love, to conſider cm little of his 


Rev. xiv. 6, 7, 8. T Mat. xxiv. 15,.—19. 
+ 2 Cor. v. 14, .15. | 
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will you may obey, and yet be in a ſtate of ſafety? Love 
will diſpoſe you to ſhew forth the praiſes of him, who 
hath called you out of darkneſs into his marvellous light,” 
and minutely to enquire what is the will of Chriſt in e- 
very particular, that you may obey it. Either the entire 
neglect of the commandments of Chriſt, or a long canti- 
nued heſitation about putting them in practice, is not very 
conſiſtent with the powerful, operative, and conſtraining 
principle of love. This is the love of God, that we 
keep his commandments, and his commandments are not 
grievous*.” And Chriit ſays, ** if ye love me, keep my 
commandments. He that hath my commandments, and 
keepeth them, he it is that loveth me. He that loveth me 

not, keepeth not my ſayings 1.“ 
I {hall conclade with the following words of the Apoſtle 


John, which have an immediate reference to the ſubjects 
we have been conſidering ; for ſome of theſe ſubjects occu- 


py a great part of the book of the Revelation. Bleſſed is 
he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this pro- 
pheſy, and keep thoſe things which are written therein: 
FOR THE TIME IS AT HANDY.” | SR 


i John v. 3. + John xiv. 15, 21, 24. 1 Rev. A 
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APPENDIX. 


Wo. © 


Thoughts on the Weekly Celebration of the Lord's 
Supper. 


I may be uſeful to give a brief ſummary of the ſcriptural 
evidence, which confirms the aſſertion in the Firſt Diſcourſe, 
page 16, that the primitive Chriſtians obſerved the ordi- 
nance of the Lord's Supper every firſt day of the week. 
The words of our Lord at the inſtitution of this ordi- 
nance, do not poſitively aſcertain how often it ought to be 
celebrated by his diſciples. The only thing that points at 
this, is what he ſaid concerning the cup“, , This do ye, as 
Iſtas ye drink it in remembrance of me;” and in the Apoſtle 
Paul's obſervation which accompanies this, “ for as often 
25 ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do ſhew the 
Lord's death till he come f.“ As profeſſing Chriſtians ge- 
nerally wiſh for ſome latitude in matters of this kind, many 
of them have ſappoſed, from theſe expreſſions, that the fre- 
quency of the Lord's Supper is diſcretionary on their part, 
and that Chriſt and his Apoſtles have left them at liberty 
to attend to it, as often, or as ſeldom as they find it conve- 
nient. The conſequence has been, that in all the congre- 
Lations belonging to the Church of Scotland, and in many 
ienting congregations, they obſerve it only once, or at 
91 Cor. xi. 25; F Verſe 26. 
K 7 | 


f 


ſhip, the breaking of bread, and the prayers.” 
continue ſtedfaſtly in © the breaking of-bread,” which is 


trine, the fellowſhip, and the prayors.” 
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moſt, twice in the year. F to their own n privelinls 
however, they need not keep this ordinance more freqently 
than once in ſeven years, if they ſhould ſo incline. This a- 


lone is ſufficient to convince all who ſerioufly wiſh to know 


the!r duty, that it is not probable at leaſt, that a matter of ſuch - 


importance would be left on a footing ſo exceedingly vague 
and undetermined. But ſuppoſing it were altogether op- 
tional and voluntary on our part, whether would a grateful 
and affectionate remembrance of the love of Chriſt in giv- 
ing his life a ranſom for many, and an earneſt defire of en- 


joying the bleſſings ſignified in this ordinance, induce us 


to keep it every Lord's day, or once in twelve months? 


The aniwer that cannot fail to be given to this queſtion by 


all the genuine diſciples of Chriſt, will nearly ſettle 35 


point in diſpute. 
This point ought to be fully determined by the ni 
of the churches that were planted by the Apoſtles, and 


there is very complete evidence that they partook of the 


Lord's Supper, every firſt day of the week. We are in- 


formed concerning the church at Jeruſalem*, that “ they 


continued ſtedfaſtly in the Apoſtlesꝰ doctrine, the fellow- 
Did they 


juſt another name for the Lord's Supper, uſed alſo in Ads 


xx; 7, if they only partook of it two or three times in the 
ear? No perſon would venture to affirm, that in thir 


manner they continued ſtedfaſtly inn, the Apottles? doc- 
How then can 
this be reckoned a ſtedfaſt coatinunnce in an ordinance, 
which was intended as a perpetual remembrancer of the 


Lord's death, until he come again? So convincing has this 


inge appeared to dome, that they have run, only in 


* Nets f 11. 42. = 
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| theory indeed, to the oppoſite extreme, and maintained, 


that the firſt Chriſtians obſerved this ordinance on other days 


beſides Lord's day ; perhaps always when they were public- 
ly met for prayer, and hearing the doctrine of the Apoſtles. 
There is no inſtance however, in all the New Teſtament, 
| of any church eating the Lord's Supper, except on the firft 
day of the week; for the other expreſſion, © breaking bread 
from houſe to houſe,” is explained by their © eating their 
meat with gladneſs and ſingleneſs of heart*,” which evident- 
Iy refers to their common meals+. The ſacred hiſtorian 

therefore, muſt be underftood as deſcribing the practice of 
| the church at Jeruſalem on the firft day of the week, when 
he ſays, they continued ſtedfaſtly in the breaking of bread. 
Though they had many other meetings for public worſhi p. 


that was the ouly day on which they had an opportunity of 


obſerving all the ordinances of the Lord Jeſus, and they 
neglected none of them. On that day they were allembled, 
when they received the promiſe of the Holy Spirit, for it 
was the fiſtieth day from the day on which the ſheaf of the 
firſt fruits was waved before the Lord, which laſt happen- 
ed that year on the Jewiſh Sabbath, and that Sabbath day 
was, on this account, called by the Jews an high dayt. As 
they began the obſervation of theſe ordinances on the Lord's 
day, ſo they continued ftedfaſtly in them every ſucceeding 
W fit day of the week. It appears alſo, that when the church at 
Corinth * came together into one place,” that is, as I un- 
derſtand it, on the firſt day of the week, one principal thing 


that they had in view, was © to eat the Lord's Supper .“ 


Another very expreſs example of this, is recorded in the 


Acts ii. 46. 
The Lord's Supper, and an ordinary meal, or a feaſl of charity, are 
\-x2Wife both termed * breaking bread,” in Acts xx. 7, 11. 
John xix. 3r. See Lev. xxiii. 19,17, 


| Il! 1 Cor. xi. 20. 
allo chap. xvi. 2. 


See 
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© twentieth chapter of the Acts of the Apoſtles. ** Upon the 


2 


firſt day of the week, when the diſciples came together to 
break bread, Paul preached to them*.” Does not every 
one perceive, that the very intention of the church at Fro: | 
=» as, in coming together on the firſt day of the week, or the 
| | chief deſign of it, was to break bread in remembrance of 
| | the death of Chri 1; and that even the preaching of the A. 
ll | poſtle Paul 1s mentioned as a ſecondary confideration? This 
= ſimple narration of facts is decifive, and as clearly proves 
the weekly celebration of the Lord's ſupper, as if the 
ſacred hiſtorian had affirmed it in the moſt unequivocal 
| | terms. On the other hand, it is equally plain that they 
| did not keep this ordinance on any other day; for the A- 


bi poſtle had been at Troas from the preceding Monday, the 
time of his reidence there being in all ſeven diys+. He 
ſeems to have tarried ſo long, ſor this purpoſe among others, 


that he might have an opportunity of joining with the 


church in this comfortable ordinance, on the appointed day. 
This he did, notwithſtanding his anxiety to get forward on 
| his journey; and that ſome urgent cauſe made him anxious 
It. : to proceed, appears by his departing at the break of day, 
after 2 leepleſs night; for © he continued his ſpeech till 


— 
» 


midnight; and when he had eaten, and talked a long while 
even till break of day, ſo he departed : ig | 
There is no clearer example for keeping the firſt day ol 
the week as the Chriſtian Sabbath, than for obſerving tie 
ordinance of the Lord's Supper on that day ; and it will be 
admitted, that the authority for the former chiefly depends 


F | Q 5 
FS on the approved example of the firſt Chriſtians, which 1s 


| | recorded for our imitation. I do not mean the ſetting api!l 
| of one day in ſeven for the immediate ſervice of God. The 
k obligation of this duty is founded on the original ſanctific:- 


„Ads xx. 7. + Verſe 6. | { Verſe 7, 11. 
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tion of the ſeventh day, on which God reſted from his work 
of creation; and on the fourth commandment of the moral 
jaw, delivered by Moſes. The great and powerful motives 
tat are. preſented to us in the Goſpel, enforce the obſer- 
vance of another day, for which this additional reaſon is 


given, that Chriſt hath entered into his reſt, having ceaſed 


rrom his own works, as God did from his“. But the diſ- 


ciples of Chriſt require ſatisfactory evidence, that the ſame 


authority by which the ſeventh-day-Sabbath was appointed, 
and abrogated as a part of the Jewiſh ſyſtem, for in this point 


of view it was a ſhadow of things to comef ; now obliges 


them to ſanctify the Lord's day, and to keep it holy. If the 
cxample of tae firſt Chriſtians, under the direction of the 
inſpiced Apoſtles, is ſuſlicient for this purpoſe, why ſhould 
not the example of their eating the Lord's Supper on that 
day, be admitted as equally binding on the churches of 
Chriſt? There is not, in all the New Teſtament, any one 
ſpecified inſtance of a church being aſſembled for divine 
worſuip on the firſt day of the week, who did not meet for 
tis among other purpoſes, that they might commemorate 
tie death of Chriſt in the ordinance of the Supper. That 


authority therefore, which has diſtinguiſhed one Chriſtian 


Ch? | . 
abbath from another, and made ſome of them, in compa- 


riſon of the 1cft, bigh days, cannot plead the Word of God 
lor its toundation. Every Lord's day is a day of exultation 
and triumph, to thoſe who enjoy the bope of eternal life 


trough the reſurrection of Jeſus Christ from the dead; 


521 1t1s ft that on all ſuch days, they ſhould commemo- 


ate, in the appointed way, the grand foundation of this 
bleſſed hope. 

55 | x | 7 | | 
Would not be at all ſurpriſing, though ſome looſe pro- 
1.075 ſhould begin to argue in the ſame way againſt keep- 


12 


* Heb. iv. 3,—11, + Cclofl. ii. 16, 17. 
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ing the Chriſtian Sabbath. © The primitive churches,” they 
might ſay, * met ſometimes on the firſt day of the week; 
but perhaps this was only once or twice in the year, or as 
often as they found it convenient; for it is not affirmed in 
any part of the New Teſtament, that this was their con- 
ſtant regular practice, every Lord's day.“ Such perſons 
would be juſtly reckoned irreli gious and profane: but how 
would we confute them? 1 ſuppoſe, by affirming that the 
ſew inſtances which are left on record, of the firſt Chriſti. 
ans obſerving the ordinances on the Lord's day, are exam- 
ples to us of what their practice was on every ſuch day, 
And is it not equally proper, that we ſhould regard a few 
ſpecified inſtances of their breaking bread on that day, as 2 
ſufficient proof that they always did ſo? | 

Thus it 1s clearly eſtabliſhed, that the churches of Chriſt 
ought to keep the ordinance of the Lord's Supper every 
firſt day of the week; and it is remarkable, that all the ar- 
guments which have been uſed againſt this practice, when 
they are duly conſidered, tend only to illuſtrate and confirm 
the obligations which render it the indiſpenſable duty of 
the people of God. | | 


Neo. I. 


Thoughts on the Nature end Tendency of Human Stand: 
Ard of Keligion. 


Is the third diſcourſe, page 64, it is affirmed, that there 
ought to be no cther ſtandard of religion among Chriſtians, 
than the Word of God. It is certainly, however, not ſut- 
ficient that either teachers, or members of Chriſtian church- 
es, ſhould in general terms profeſs their belief of THE SCRIF- 
TURES, Many do fo, who neither underſtand the Goſpel, 
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nor keep the ſayings of Chriſt. But how is this to be re- 
medied? Not by requiring people to ſign human ſtandards, 
for theſe are as little believed as the other, by many who 
{ſubſcribe them; and they cannot be more clearl y, and de- 
ciſively expreſſed than the holy Scriptures. The churches 
of Chriſt muſt be capable to judge what doctrine is contain- 
ed in the Word of God, otherwiſe they could vot be cer- 
tain whether human confeſſions and catechiſms, were agree- 
able to it or not. What good purpoſe then can be anſwer- 
ed, by the ſtrange expedieut of making, or adopting an im- 
perfect flandard, when they are already in poſſeſſion of one 
that is ABSOLUTELY PERFECT? They can only know the 
faith of thoſe who apply to them for admiſſion, by hearing 
them profeſs it in diſtin& and intelligible words, and by the 
evidence which their conduct affords, that they have re- 
ceived the love of the truth.” They judge, in the beſt 
manner they can, how far theſe agree with the Word of 
Truth which God himſelf hath ſpoken, and with the ef- 
fects produced by it on thoſe who firſt believed it. If this 
is not fairly and openly ſubmitted. to the judgment of all 
the members, what proper ſcriptural evidence can they 
| have, that unbelievers are not received into their commu- 
nion? And with reſpect to their teachers, if they follow the 
primitive example of chuſing them from among themſelves, 
they will be perfectly acquainted both with their ſentiments 
and conduct “*. | 

Some wiſh to get rid of human ſtandards, becauſe they con- 
tain too much of the doctrine of the Scriptures; and others, be- 
cauſe they do not in all reſpects exactly correſpond with it. 
In fact, every honeſt man who diſbelieves the peculiar doc- 


trines of Chriſtianity, and every fincere believer, who is 


Acts ii. 21. to the end. hap. . 4: Chap. xiv. 23. Tit. i. 5.— 9. 
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ſufficiently ſcrupulous about maintaining the truth in its 
original purity, will object againſt creeds and confeſſions, 
when they wk made ſtandardi of faith; and it is only in this 

| point of view, that I preſume to cenſure the whole of them 
without exception. A mere confeſſion of faith, or a decla- 
ration of the ſentiments held by any particular body of 
Chriſtians, 1s an innocent thing. It may not be free of er- 

rors and imperfections, but no one is bound to aſſent to it 
as a term of communion : nothing is propoſed by it but in- 


formation and inſtruction. The evil which I complain of, 


is, that of making any human production whatever, a ſtand- 
ard of divine faith, and of the duties which we owe to 
God. | 
| Human ſtandards are not merely uſeleſs : they are alſo 
| hurtful, and dangerous. It will be admitted, that there 
exiſts a poſſibility at leaſt of being led into error by the 
| very beſt of them: for ſome numerous and reſpectable bo- 
dies in this country, which have long adhered to the ſtand- 
ards of the national church, have lately begun to queſtion | 
the authority of ſome things contained in them : and, this 
YZ being the caſe, how can they know with certainty that er- 
rors do not ſtill remain undiſcoyered ? Chriſtians are too 
apt to err on many occaſions, by departing from the per- 
fect rule of faith and practice, which the Lord himſelf hath 
given them; but how great muſt be the danger of thoſe, 
| whoſe very ſtandards are erroneous! The Word of God 
is not merely a rule, bat THE ONLY RULE by which the ſen- 
timents, inclinations, and conduct of all men ought to be 
regulated, and by which they will be jndged in the laſt day“. 
It contains the moſt awful threatnings againſt thoſe who 


72 


ſhall add to it, or take any thing away from it f; and, far 


* Pſal. xix. 7, —12, John xii. 48. Rom, ii. 16. 
+ Pro. xxx. 6. Rev. xxii. 18, 19. 


APPENDIX, | 89 


from delegating to any claſs of men a power to form addi- 
tional ſtandards, there are few thin gs againſt which it more 
frequently cautions us, than the danger of following any 
rule but itſelf, or ſubmitting to the authority of man in 
the things of God“. Nay, it declares, that many would 
be ſeduced from the faith by corrupt and deceitful teach- 
ers, who would arcogantly aſſume the power of making 
laws for the diſciples of Chriſt. Indeed, if it is admitted 
that we have a divine revelation at all, it neceſſarily fol- 
| lows that no man, or body of men, whatever may be their 
gifts, their knowledge of the Scriptures, and their preten- 
ſions to ſanctity, if they are not divinely inſpired, can be 
warranted to make any ſtandard in addition to that which 
it contains: and it will be acknowledged by all whom I 
mean to addreſs, that divine revelation ceaſed with the A- 
poſtles. 1 | 

It is pleaded by thoſe who favour human confeſſions of 
faith, that they are founded on the Holy Scriptures, and 
agreeable thereto.” Nay, ſome of their ſtandards maintain, 
while they are in the very act of eſtabliſhing another rule, 
that © the Scriptures of the Old and New Teſtament are 
the only rule of faith and manners!“ The ſame formularies 
which require the aſſent of probationers, miniſters, and el- 
ders, to this grand and incontrovertible truth, oblige them 


alſo to declare, that they fincerely own and believe th 


whole doctyine contained in the Confeſſion of Faith, larger 


and ſhorter catechiſms, compiled by the Aſſembly of Di- 
vines that met at Weſtminſter, to be founded on the Word 
of God;' and that * they reſolve, through divine grace, 


® Mat. xv. 3,.— 10. Gal. i. 8, 9. Eph. iv. 14. Col. ii. 8, 9, 10, 18, 
2 Thell. ii, 15. 2 Tim. iii. 13, to iv, 4. 

T Acts xx. r Dan. vii. 25. 2 Thel. ii. 4, 10, 
11, 12, Rev. xili. 8, 12, 15, 16, 17. 
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firmly and conſtantly to adhere to it, and to aſſert, main. 
tain, and defend it, to the utmoſt of their power, againſt 


of their faith in the writings. of fallible men, might eaſily 


ard, it mult for this very reaſon be THE EXCLUSIVE ONE; 
rule of faith and practice, it is.impoſſible in the nature of 


in all reſpects, for this purpoſe. Thoſe who adopt another 


all errors and opinions contrary to it.” Could any word; 
expreſs a more unqualified aſſent to a human rule of faith 
and manners, or impoſe a more ſolemn obligation to main. | 
tain and defend it? Yet all men of ſound principles are 
not convinced, that the whole of its doctrine is conſonant 
to the Holy Scriptures. And at any rate, the indecency 
of requiring from Chriſtian teachers, a folemn profeſſion 


be diſcerned by all who venerate divine revelation, and 
pay a due reſpect to the rights of conſcience. 

If any human ſtandards agree entirely with the Word of 
od, it is evident that the ſame thing cannot be juſtly af- 
ed of the whole of them; for they do not perfectly cor. 
1d with one another. And all the ingenuity of man 
capable to make it appear, that the leaders in this bu- 
ſinèſs are fully perſuaded of the ſufficiency of the Scrip- 
tures. If the Word of God is a perfect and infallible ſtand- 


and when it is not really and conſiſtently held as the only 
the thing, chat it can be conſidered as completely ſufficient, 


rule, muſt undoubtedly reckon it deficient, either with reſ- 
pect to the matter which it contains, the order in which 
its doctrine is delivered, or the ſimplicity, clearneſs, and 
preciſion, with which it ſtates every thing that is eceſſary 


to regulate the faith and practice of Chriſtians. Ho far a 


any perſon is ſatisfied with the Scriptures in all thele p- 
ticulars, in the fame proportion will he doubt the propri- 
ety of human ſtandards; unleſs he is reſolved to maintain, 


that it is needful to add ſomething to that which rs perfedt; 


in, 
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Hey poſition ſo abſurd, that it would be an affront to the 
human underſtanding to offer any argument againſt it. 

Is there no danger in thus leſſening the authority of the 

Word of God, and exalting that of ſynods, councils, and 


aſſemblies of uninſpired men? Has it no tendency to palm 


their. ſentiments on mankind as divine truths, when you de- 


nominate them teſts and ſtandards of the Chriſtian faith ; 
make an aſſent to them a term of communion, at leaſt of 
what is called miniſterial communion ; and refer to them 
as deciſive in all matters of church-diſcipline and govern- 
ment, and ſometimes in controverſies about points of divi- 
nity? Is it poſſible, in theſe reſpects, to pay a higher de- 
gree of deference to the Word of God itſelf? Will the 
diſciples of Chriſt examine the Scriptures with candour, 
and receive all their information concerning the things of 
. God, immediately from that unerring ſource of knowledge, 
while ſuch a formidable barrier ſtands in their way? Or 
can it be ſuppoſed that thoſe who duly venerate the holy 
Scriptures, will ſubſcribe, or aſſent to the works of men, 
in ſuch a way as to give a tacit acknowledgment of their 
perfection, without ſome remorſe of conſcience? For certainly 
thoſe ſtaudards which contain the rule and meaſure of our 
duty to God, ought to be ABSOLUTELY PERFECT, 
It would require a volume, to ſhow the evils which a- 
riſe from human ſtandards of religion. Tü RETORUERS 
ia the ſixteenth century did a moſt eſſential ſervice to man- 
Find, when they were made the inſtruments in the hand of 


God of bringing the Scriptures to light, and publiſhing 


them in the Offerent languages of the nations, after they 


— had been long withheld by the Man of Sin. But they pre- 


Vented the full effect of that light which might have been 


expected to proceed from the Word of God, by placing 
auman ſtandards of doftrine between it and the people; and 
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their 3 has been hitherto faithfully imitated 5a a 
teſtants, of almoſt all denominations. Theſe unin/þired im. 
ditions of the fathers, are not however now held in ſuch high 

veneration as they formerly were. The light of bien 

TRUTH is gradually diſpelling the darkneſs and prejudice,: 

-which they have been the means of perpetuating to this 
day; and all the exertions of their moſt zealous defenders, 
can only procure them a feeble aſſent. Sooner or later, 
they muſt fink into oblivion; but THE won oF oo Gon: 


SHALL STAND FOR EVER *,” = 
| 13 
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